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Manuscript Submissions 


While electronic stories submitted by e-mail are preferred, other typed material may be submitted. 
Material for publication should be e-mailed and addressed to Executive Director, Patty or mailed to 


HCPD at the address below. Material must be received by mid-February for April issue and mid-August 
for October issue. 


Membership 
For HCPD membership information please visit www.hackerscreek.com 
HCPD Mailing Address: 
Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants 45 Abbotts Run Road, Horner, WV 26372 
Office Hours 


Monday--Friday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Thursday —open until 7:00 p.m. (please call) Closed on Saturdays 
(due to lack of volunteer) 


The HCPD office is closed on National, State, and Local Election Days and on the following holidays: 


Good Friday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving weekend; Christmas dates to be 
announced 


Phone & Internet: 
Telephone: (304) 269-7091 
E-mail: hcpd@hackerscreek.com 
HCPD Website: http://www.hackerscreek.com 
Executive Director: Patty LESONDAK 


We did not do an index due to many items were scanned to save time. We will learn how to do an index 
for the next Journal. Items need to be typed in Word then names highlighted for the index to be done 
correctly. When the Journal is changed from Word to a PDF many pages switch around. All is a learning 
curve for us and we are going to try other programs to produce a winning Journal. Thank You! 
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Executive Director’s Letter 


Hello Members, 


We at Hacker’s Creek Library hope and pray that you and your families are safe 
and well during this pandemic. Life has changed for many of us. The library is 
closed, but we try to keep connected by the internet. Being a small non-profit 
business, this is a very hard financial time for us. We depend on our members’ 
support through donations, book/shirt sales, fundraisers, and membership as our 
source of income. Due to the restrictions, we have not been able to have our 
annual fundraisers, and all sales and donations have come to a standstill. We are 
anticipating having the “Gathering” in August, but even this is questionable. The 
Gathering is planned for August 6" -8*", 2020. Our theme this year is “My DNA 
Roots are from? Where is yours?” | plan on having the schedule and payment 
icon on our website soon. 


Enjoy the Journal! We had an outpouring of stories from our members. Carol 
White is our new editor of the Journal, along with my support. If we failed to get 
any info in the Journal that you submitted, then please let us know. A newsletter 
will be published in June, and | will need stories and info for it by May 1st. Please 
send any Journal or newsletter submissions to hcod@hackerscreek.com. 


We appreciate any donations at this time. You can make a donation by credit 
card at www.hackerscreek.com, under General Donations. You can mail a check 
to: HCPD, 45 Abbott’s Run Road, Horner, WV 26372 


Thank you for your support! 
Patty 


& TRIBUTE TO JOY 


The year was 1982, and two ladies with Lewis County roots met for a cup of 
coffee in Canton, Ohio. The ladies were Joy Gregoire, Gilchrist, Stalnaker, 
DeFazio and Betty Wimer Graybill. From this meeting the Hacker’s Creek 
Pioneer Descendants, Inc. was formed. Below is a timeline for HCPD. 


e 1982 First “Gathering” held at the Broad Run Baptist Church with 82 
attending 

e 1983-1988 HCPD met at Jackson’s Mill State Conference Center 

e 1988 The society was recognized as a charitable, tax exempt organization. 
The library was set up in a space at the Louis Bennett Public Library. Irma 
Curtis volunteered as librarian. 

e 1991 HCPD moved into the historic Weston Colored School 

e 1995 HCPD moved to a building adjacent to Jackson’s Mill Conference 
Center 

e 1998 HCPD moved into Horner School after major renovations to building 

e 2020 HCPD owns and still has the library in the old Horner School Building 
in Horner. 


Joy has been with HCPD every step of the way. In the beginning, she was 
instrumental in the development of the organization. She spearheaded many 
different projects for the benefit of the library. She was the secretary, editor, 
webmaster, treasurer, Executive Director, cook, author, historian, and 
spokesperson for HCPD. Joy now lives in South Carolina around family due to her 
and her husband’s health issues. She still contributes to HCPD when she is able, 
and her DNA prints are still found here. Without a doubt, HCPD would not have 
been born and nurtured if not for Joy. In fact, she always says it is her baby. Of 
course, without the support and help of those older members and chartered 
members, Joy could not have carried the load. Sadly, many of the older founding 
and chartered members have passed on. 


Our goal is to continue on what they built and keep nurturing Joy’s “BABY” 


Thank You Joy! 


LEFT: Joy Gilchrist, DeFazio (1982) 


BELOW: Betty Graybill (1982) 


Joy and Eva Newlon (Eva was Saturdays volunteer for many years and a Board 
member) 


Left to Right: Mary Creamer, Joy and Joyce Chambers 


Mary Creamer was the President of the organization, sadly she passed away. 


Joyce Chambers is a Life member and takes care of sending cards and helping 
organize the Gathering. 


The Gathering 


Mark your calendars and make your plans to attend the annual GATHERING, August 6—8 


Hackers Creek Pioneer Descendants 


Annual Gathering - August 6-8, 2020 
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Obituaries 


June Ellanore McCoy, 88, of Weston passed away on Monday, February 3, 2020, in 
Genesis Salem Healthcare of Salem, WV following an extended illness. She was born in West 
Union on June 1, 1931, a daughter of the late Mason Alexander Dunlap and Georgia Faye 
(Watson) Dunlap. On March 10, 1957, she married George Rufus McCoy, Jr., whom she shared 
her life with for 60 wonderful years before his passing in November 25, 2017. 


June was the last surviving member of her immediate family. She was preceded in death by 
three brothers: Wayne Edward, Warren David, and Earl Eugene “Mickey” Dunlap, two step- 
sisters: Gayle Wilson and Eileen South, three step-brothers: Ralph, Emmett, and Orville Dunlap, 
a nephew: David Larry Dunlap and great-nephew: Adrian Keith Rogers. She is survived by a 
special niece: Connie Rogers and husband Keith of Buckhannon who looked after her and three 
nephews: Michael Dunlap of McDonald, OH, Ronnie Dunlap of New Cumberland, WV and 
Randy McCoy of Pittsburgh, PA. 


Mrs. McCoy was a graduate of Doddridge County High School with the class of 1949. She was 
a member of the Theresa Snaith Auxiliary at Stonewall Jackson Memorial Hospital of Weston 
and a life member of the Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants. 


Funeral services were held on Friday at the Hardman Funeral Home in Weston with Reverend 
Russell Furr officiating. Interment was at Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens of Jane Lew. 


Betty Lou Reed (Cutlip), 88, of Weston, died after a long struggle 
with dementia, on February 18, 2020 at Bridgeport Health Care 
Center in Bridgeport. She was born in Buckhannon on January 17, 
1932, the birt hday of Benjamin Franklin, a coincidence that she 
always renjoyd. Her parents were Alma (Turner) Cutlip and Ernie 
Lee Cutlip. She met Otis Lowell Reed when both were students at 
Weston High School, and they married on November 21, 1953. 


She is survived by her daughters, Brenda Lee Reed (Weston), and 
Linda Louanne Reed and Linda’s husband, Travis Sanders 
(Philadelphia, PA). In addition to her parents and husband, she was 
preceded in death by her brother, Robert Lee Cutlip. 


Betty enjoyed people. In Weston, she worked at Bob Davis Studios and Minnich Florists. She 
was a natural saleswoman who loved people. She created “Buddy Bears,” which she gave by the 
dozens to police, firefighters, rest homes, community groups, and friends and acquaintances. 
These simple bears were handstitched with hove, and she made nearly a thousand. 


The family. Wishes to thank everyone at Colonial Place (Elkins) and the Bridgeport Health Care 
Center for their tender and affectionate care. No funeral services were held. 
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James “Jim” M. Chambers, Jr., 86, beloved husband and father passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at Memorial 
Hospital in South Bend. 


Mr. Chambers was born September 2, 1933 in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 
to the late James M. Chambers and Emma Mabel (Stephens) Chambers. 
The family lived in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, Horse Cave and Glasgow, 
Kentucky and Dickson, Tennessee. 


Jim graduated from Western Kentucky State College in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky receiving a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1955 and a Master of 
Arts Degree in 1959. He served in the U.S. Army from 1955-1963 and 
was Honorably Discharged on September 17, 1963 with the rank of Ist 
Lieutenant. He served 18 months in Oahu, Hawaii (1957-1958). Jim later continued his 
education at IUSB by receiving a degree in Learning Disabilities. 


Jim married Joyce Eileen McCay of Mishawaka, Indiana on August 9, 1968 at First Baptist 
Church in Mishawaka, Indiana. They both were educators, meeting at John F. Nuner Elementary 
School -- he as the Guidance Counselor and she as a Student Teacher. 


He was the proud father of their children, Brian James (Laura) Chambers of Granger, IN and 
Alicia Joyce (Peter Andrew) Moore of Chicago, IL; and grand-stepchildren, Allison Lannoo and 
Tyler Szynski. He has a nephew, Mark Chambers Morris (Tara) of Knoxville, TN and great- 
nephew, Jackson Chambers Morris. Also surviving are half-sisters-in law, Marilyn Viers of 
Elkhart, IN, Barbara Davis of Punta Gorda, FL, and Pamela Ferguson of Herald, CA; half- 
brother-in-law, Darold Fortune of Russelville, KY, and numerous nieces and nephews, and 
cousins. 


Jim was preceded in death by his parents; his in-laws, James and Mildred McCay; a sister, 
Minnie Ruth (Chambers) Morris of Knoxville, TN, numerous uncles and aunts. Also preceding 
him was his brother-in-law, Roger Paul McCay, half-sister-in-law, Rebecca Fortune of 
Russellville, KY, half-brothers-in law, Robert Cox and James Cox of Elkhart, IN; half-sisters-in- 
law, Anita Louise (Ferguson) Sargent and Patricia Ann (Ferguson) Hicks; and half-brother-in- 
law, Jerry Lee Ferguson. 


He was an educator for 47 years serving as a Guidance Counselor and Assistant Principal in 
Bradenburg, Kentucky and the South Bend Community School Corporation (John F. Nuner 
Elementary School, Andrew Jackson Middle/High School, Madison Alternative School, Muessel 
Elementary School, and John Adams High School). Jim retired in 2004 at the age of 70 and 
wanted to continue, but he thought it was time. 


Growing up in Horse Cave, KY, Jim enjoyed his newspaper route and after retiring from Adams 
High School, he enjoyed Fox News, fishing on the St. Joseph River, gardening/mowing his yard 
at their South Bend home, and he and Joyce enjoyed returning to Cave City, Kentucky for many 
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years for the Caverna High School Reunions. Jim was in the first graduating Class of 1951 at 
Caverna High School. 


Jim and Joyce enjoyed traveling in their 51 years of marriage to the Bahamas, Canada, and to 
many of our states, particularly to Hawaii (Oahu and Maui). Since 2006, they looked forward to 
their “snow bird” adventures in February to Siesta Key, Florida (Sarasota). They and their 
children looked forward to their trips to the family farm in Dickson, Tennessee. 


Mr. Chambers was a member of Western Kentucky University Alumni Association in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, the Saint Joseph County Retired Educators Association, Indiana Retired 
Teachers Association, Kentucky Teachers Retirement System, Louisville Scottish Rite of 
Louisville, KY (33rd Degree), and he recently received his 65-year pin of Bear Wallow Lodge 
#231 of Cave City, KY. Jim was also a member of the Izaak Walton League of America and the 
St. Joseph County Izaak Walton League, The History Museum of South Bend, Studebaker 
National Museum of South Bend, the Lincoln Highway Association, and the Indiana Lincoln 
Highway Association. 


Funeral Service was held on Friday, December 27 at Bubb's Funeral Chapel with Rev. Diana 
Thompson of First Baptist Church South Bend officiating and the Masons providing a Service. 
Burial followed the Service at Riverview Cemetery in South Bend with the U.S. Army Honor 
Guard giving full honors. 


His wife, Joyce, is a life member of HCPD 


Larry Dale Tucker, 70, of Reedy, W.Va., died Tuesday, 
December 10, 2019, at the Greenbrier Valley Medical 
Center, Ronceverte, W.Va. 


He was born April 3, 1949, in Parkersburg, W.Va., the son of 
the late Gene and Oma June Hicks Tucker. 


In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a 
brother, Gene Tucker, Jr. 


Survivors include his wife, Susan Wyatt Tucker of Reedy; 
son and daughter-in-law, David Tucker and Heather Miller of 
Spencer; grandchildren, Blake and Savanah. 


' ’ pri 
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Larry was a retired Community Service Manager for the W.Va. Dept. of Health and Human 
Resources, with 33 years of service. He is a 1971 graduate of Glenville State College and a 1967 
graduate of Spencer High School. For the past several years, he has been a team leader for the 


W.Va. Dept. of Natural Resources Hunter’s Education Instructors. He was also a member of the 
W.Va. and Va. Bear Hunters Association. 


His funeral service was held on Sunday, December 15 at the John H. Taylor Funeral Home, 
Spencer, with the Rev. Mark Wood officiating. Following the service, he was cremated and a 
private burial was in the Minnora Cemetery, Minnora, W.Va. at a later date. 
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His wife, Susan, is a member of HCPD. 
Ronald Ramsay, age 88, of Strasburg, VA, passed away on December 13, 2019. 


He was born in Clarksburg, WV, a son of Raymond and Louise Garrett Ramsay. 


He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Carolyn Hinzman Ramsay. He is also survived by sons, 
Dean (Jeanne) Ramsay of Naples, FL, Brian (Holley) Ramsay of Winchester, VA and daughter, 
Paula (Jet) Taylor of Lake Gaston, VA; as well as seven grandchildren and 4 great- 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by sons, Kevin (May 5, 2006, Martinsburg, WV) and 
Kent (January 1963). 


Mr. Ramsay was a U.S. Army veteran of the Korean War. 


As a former resident of Arlington, VA, he was a volunteer coach of 12 & under boys’ basketball. 
He was a member & past president of Arlington Better Sports Club. 


He was a Methodist by faith. He was a member of Cherrydale-Columbia #42, Masonic Lodge in 
Arlington, VA. 


Most of his professional life was in various aspects of real estate, National Assoc. of Real Estate 
Boards and housing department of U.S. Census Bureau. After retirement, he formed his own real 
estate appraisal firm in Leesburg, VA. 


A Celebration of Life was held at Murphy Funeral Home in Arlington, VA. Interment was held 
at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. 


His wife, Carolyn, is a life member of HCPD. 


Antoinette M. Townsend 
91 of Poughkeepsie, New York died Friday November 29, 2019 at the Grand at River Valley 
my ©6Poughkeepsie. 


Antoinette was born in Poughkeepsie, New York on March 16, 1928. She 
was the daughter of the late Frank and Angelina Catania Alabiso. She was a 
local resident all of her life, a graduate of Poughkeepsie High School and 
Katherine Gibbs Secretarial School in NYC, and went on to work at 
Western Printing as a Secretary. 


Antoinette was a member of the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, the Hackers Creek Pioneer Descendants, and IBM Retirees Club. 
She enjoyed researching her family and in her spare time compiled thousands of pages of family 
history. She had a passion for gardening. She especially loved and raised African Violets and 
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was a member of the African Violet Society of America. 


Antoinette was a loving wife and mother. On April 5, 1959 she married Thomas A. Townsend at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Poughkeepsie. She is survived by her husband Thomas, 
daughters Judith Murgia (Anthony) of Poolesville, Maryland and Karen Pelton (Scott Vitale) of 
Poughkeepsie, and her grandchildren, Michelle Murgia-Campbell, Thomas and Anna Marie 
Murgia, and Tobey and Cora Pelton. 


A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Friday, December 6, 2019 at Holy Trinity Church 
Poughkeepsie, New York with Burial at St. Peter's Cemetery Salt Point Turnpike Poughkeepsie, 
New York. 


James Alexander (Jim) McDonald 
James Alexander (Jim) McDonald of Savannah, GA died on 5 July 2019 at home after an 
extended illness. Born on September 3, 1931 in Atlanta, Georgia, Jim was the great great-great- 
grandson of Alexander MacDonald of Glenelg, Lochalsh, Scotland, himself a Private (1776- 
1783) in His Majesty’s 42nd Regiment of Foote, the renowned Black Watch. In 1783, Alexander 
received a land grant in New Brunswick, Canada and fathered 12 children, who gave him 104 
grandchildren. Jim was the son of Kenneth George McDonald and the former Katherine Greene. 


Jim graduated from Decatur Boys High in 1948 and in 1949 entered the Forestry School of the 
University of Georgia. In the spring of 1952, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served as a 
management forester in the Third Army at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina. Following military 
service, he returned to UGA and in 1955 completed his forestry degree. Jim worked for four 
years as a Wood Procurement Forester with St. Mary’s Kraft and operated his own logging 
business. In 1960, he joined Atlantic Creosoting Co. of Savannah as Head of Forestry and Land 
Management. From 1984 until retiring in 1994, he focused on developing Atlantic Creosoting 
Co.’s coastal land holdings into residential golf communities. 


Devoted to family history, Jim joined Clan Donald USA in 1971 at the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games in North Carolina. He served Clan Donald USA, an organization of over 2,000 
families who trace their ancestry to the branches of Scottish Clan Domhnaill, in many positions 
including Southeast Commissioner, National Convener, National Historian, and National 
Genealogist. He was a member of the Clan Donald Foundation Board and, in Scotland, the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust and the Finlaggan Council. Jim and Hester were life members of Clan 
Donald. In addition, Jim was a member of Theta Chi Fraternity, the Saint Andrew’s Society of 
the City of Savannah, the Episcopal Church, and many historical and genealogical societies. He 
was a charter member and past president of the Coastal Scottish Heritage Society and of the 
Savannah Scottish Games, and a founding member of Post 7, Scottish American Military 
Society. Jim was an active member and supporter of the Garrison at Fort King George in Darien, 
GA. 
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Jim was predeceased by his parents. He was married for more than 50 years to the former Hester 
Reed of French Creek, West Virginia, who survives him in Savannah, as do a daughter, 
Constance Lynn Ashley and a grandson, Brooks Alexander Quann. A Memorial Service was 
held at the funeral home on Saturday, 10 August 2019. Private interment in French Creek at a 
later date. 


Obituary 


Raymond W. Wolfe, Jr., 86 of Mooresville, formerly of Indianapolis, 
passed away, May 10, 2019. He was born in Covington, KY on August 
24, 1932, son of Reverend Raymond and Gladys VanGilder Wolfe, Sr. 


Raymond attended Broad Ripple High School and Charleston High 
School in Charleston, IL. 


Raymond began playing the piano at the age of 12. As a young adult, 
he purchased a Hammond organ and continued playing for many 
years. While living in West Virginia, which is where he was most happy 
and content, Raymond enjoyed playing for the Sunday church 
services. During his years residing at Crawford Manor Apartments in Indianapolis, the residents 
appreciated hearing him play. Raymond was gifted in that his musical ability allowed him to play 
from memory. During the last 2 years living in Meadow Lakes, he played several times, always 
with a big smile. Raymond also enjoyed quilting even at the age of 81. 


In 1956, Raymond began research in family history and was very passionate about his pursuit in 
Genealogy. He was a member of the Mayflower Society where he had documented the family 
descendants from 102 passengers who arrived in America on the Mayflower in1620. Raymond was 
also involved with the Preservation of the history of Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants for 
twenty-five years and was awarded the John Hacker Citizenship Award in 1982. 


Raymond worked as a Chef for several local restaurants where he loved to cook and bake. One of 
his favorite foods was ham and bean with cornbread. He retired from G C Murphy after twenty-five 
years of employment. 


In addition to his parents, Raymond was preceded in death by siblings, Calma, Wilma Faye, 
Wingrove, and Meredith. 


Survivors include his daughter, Verna (Tim) Morning; 3 grandsons; 7 great-grandchildren; sisters- 
in- law, Marcella (Meredith) Wolfe and Yvonne “Bonnie” (Wingrove) Wolfe; several nieces and 
nephews. 
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Confirming the Bonnet to Goddard Lineage 
By: Cathleen M. Goddard Shultz 


Over the last 8 years, I searched for the official connection between my third great 
grandmother, Mary Harpold Bonnet Ours and her parents, William Bonnett and Barbara 
Harpold Bonnett. My purpose in doing so was to create a Supplemental Member Application 
to the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR). Since William 
Bonnett’s father, Samuel Baxter Bonnet, Sr, of Lewis Co, WV, is a NSDAR Patriot Ancestor 
(A012024), I mistakenly thought this journey would be detailed yet relatively easy. 

My childhood years were in East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH. Presently, I live in 
Searcy, White Co, Arkansas and my sister, Lois Goddard Arcuri, lives in North Ridgeville, 
Lorain Co, OH. Around 2010, we decided to plan annual ancestor hunting car trips that we 
laughingly dubbed our “Over the River and Through the Woods” adventures. While traveling by 
car, we reconnected with relatives from our childhood and met “cousins” who were new to us. 
These cousins and invaluable staff at various libraries, historical societies, county/city clerk 
offices, museums, and state repositories enriched our historical knowledge and dug, literally and 
figuratively, our ancestors from their gold mines of information. Except for our 
Goddard/Whitney and Cottrill/Smith grandparents, we knew nothing of the family origins. 
The search for the ancestral lines of Bonnetts, Harpolds, Lanes, and Ours focused our search 
into western PA, western VA (now WY) and southern Ohio. However, this article will 
concentrate on Mary Harpold Bonnett and her parents, particularly her father, William 
Bonnett who is the son of Samuel Bonnett a well-known early pioneer of Lewis Co, WV. 
William was well known in Jackson Co, VA (now WV). Early on, we located some news 
clippings about him, his wife Barbara Harpold, and his daughter, Susanna Bonnett and her 
husband, Captain William “Billy” Parsons, from The Beckly Post-Herald, Jackson Co (See 
news articles). 

William and Barbara Bonnett moved from Lewis Co, VA to Mason Co, VA around 
1800. Their home was on Little Mill Creek, near present day Ripley, Jackson Co, WV and both 
lived there until they died. The home location never changed. However, their official records 
are listed in Harrison, Kanawha, Mason and Jackson counties due to fluctuating county lines and 
introduction of new counties. In addition, WV became a state in 1863 so family records were 
both in VA and WV. Those boundary changes truly complicated our search for evidence. 

We visited the William and Barbara Harpold Bonnett home location and their graves. Both 
are buried in the Old Settlers (AKA Old Pioneer) Cemetery, near the Jackson County Courthouse 
in Ripley (See Grave Marker Photos for William and Barbara). We confirmed that they had 
11 children who lived to adulthood, married and had children. (See the Table of William and 
Barbara Bonnett children’s information.) 

Our main puzzle was the connection of Mary Bonnett to William and Barbara 
Harpold Bonnett. We also needed verification of her birth, death and marriage. Our written 
family information stated that William Bonnett and Barbara Harpold were the parents of 
Mary Bonnett. However, we needed to verify this fact and connect her to our Goddard Family 
lineage. 

Our record quest included not only proving that our Mary Bonnett was the daughter of 
William and Barbara but also excluding all Mary Bonnetts listed in records of the same time 
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and geographical area as not being the daughter of William and Barbara. Each Mary Bonnett 
was eliminated until only one Mary Bonnett remained and matched the William Bonnett 
family’s home location and known family information. 

Most public family lineage trees did not list Mary as one of William and Barbara’s 
children. There were two Mary Bonnett’s in various official records during the same period of 
the early 1800s in the documented, by tax and census records, Mason Co, VA. 1. Matilda 
Bonnett, Mary’s sister, was identified as “Mary Matilda” or “Mary” but Matilda’s birth record 
and grave marker lists her as Matilda. I also think that Matilda’s name fluctuation in records 
contributed to exclusion of our Mary as a child of William and Barbara in various family trees. 2. 
Mary Harpold Bonnett, as she was known in Meigs Co, OH. 

Although an early WV historical record by John House said that William’s daughter, 
Mary, after marriage to an Ours, went to Meigs Co, OH to live, we found that NSDAR does not 
accept the “House history” as an official record to support lineage even though the source is a 
recognized regional historical record. As official records have become more electronically 
available, the standard for evidence requirements has increased for lineage proof in many 
societies. 

When searching for Mary’s birth record, well, none was located although there were 
records for some of her siblings born later. This was due to Mason Co being a frontier in the 
early 1800s although marriage records were available for most of her siblings born in later years. 
Statewide record keeping was more prominent in eastern VA. An experienced Registrar of the 
NSDAR Chapter in Ripley met us at the Jackson County Courthouse and library. She hand 
searched all records and all newspapers of the time with us and verified there was no official 
record of Mary’s birth (or death). None of the chapter’s genealogical materials contained the 
information. 

We did locate birth information about all of Mary’s siblings. They were born in either 
Harrison County (the earliest siblings) or Mason County, VA. The Meigs Co Historical and 
Genealogical Society Cemetery Record lists Mary’s birth as 4 Feb 1806. Her parents were 
identified as William and Barbara Harpole (Harpold) Bonnett. Between the many searches 
and this last information, the birth year was close the age listed on her death record, found later, 
and therefore accepted by the NSDAR. 

Mary married John Samuel Ours (Auers) 29 April 1821 (See their marriage record 
image) Mason Co, VA. At this time in history, per archival librarians, the marriage record was 
nearly always filed in the county where the bride was raised and her family lived. The record 
documents the Mason Co marriage and other records such as census and tax records that show 
William and Barbara were living in Mason County, VA at the time the marriage was recorded. 
Shortly following Mary’s marriage, she and John moved to Spiller, Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, 
OH where they lived until their deaths. They had 11 children, one of whom was our second 
great grandmother, Matilda Ours. She was courted by Browder Reese Lane of Jackson Co, 
WV, which was across the Ohio River from Meigs Co, OH. In those days, he ferried or walked 
across the Ohio River, which could be shallow, to attend barn dances with her. Following their 
marriage, in Meigs Co, OH, they lived in Spiller, later moving to New Brighton, Beaver Co, PA 
where both are buried in Grove Cemetery. 

There were two complicated challenges to obtain Mary’s death record evidence. One 
was that Mary Bonnett’s grave marker could not be located although the Meigs Co Historical 
and Genealogical Society (MCHGS) noted that the grave marker was present at two separate 
recorded reviews of the Spiller (AKA Ours, Otterbein) Cemetery as late as 1992 in Meigs Co. 
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When my sister and I visited the cemetery, we located her husband, John Samuel Ours grave 
marker, but not Mary’s. We later met, for the first time, cousins [also descended from Mary and 
John] who lived in Meigs Co and who remembered often seeing Mary’s grave marker and 
bringing flowers to Mary and John’s graves. They were also unable to locate it. However, these 
cousins were undeterred. One took her husband and they dug the ground next to John Samuel 
Ours grave marker. Buried under dirt and several inches of grass clippings was Mary Harpold 
Bonnett Ours grave marker, which was in two pieces (See Mary Ours Grave Marker Photos). 
The legible transcription read “Mary, wife of John _ died _~—si187l aged 65 years _—*9 days”. 
A portion of the marker is missing and probably crumbled. 

The second challenge related to her death was that no official record of Mary’s death was 
located in the Meigs County Courthouse in Pomeroy, OH. We visited the county clerk’s office, 
the Pomeroy Library, and the Meigs County Historical Society. The Meigs County Clerk’s 
office stated that the old official county death records were given to MCGHS. Due to difficulty 
in storing the records, they either disintegrated or were in such a damaged state that the death 
records of the 1870s were not available. At that time, I thought the quest for proof documentation 
of lineage was impossible. After six years of searching, we hit another brick wall. 

About 3 years later, I was in the NSDAR Library in Washington, DC searching for other 
family ancestor information when my search inadvertently took me by the OH book stacks in the 
Meigs Co section. There, tucked away, was the book, Probate Court Record of Deaths, Meigs 
Co, OH, 1867-1897 (pp. 26-27). This Probate Court Record was copied by the MCHGS 
members and sent to the DAR Library many years before. That action preserved at least a copy 
of the records for future generations and was key to the needed documentation evidence. In that 
book, Mary Ours Death Record number is 530. Per this record, she died 18 Nov 1871 age 65 
years 1 month 9 days. Her place of death was Lebanon (Township) and she was born in West 
Virginia (originally VA). Cause of death was not listed nor were the “parents of the deceased” 
noted for all Lebanon Township entries. Perhaps the person bringing the Lebanon Township 
information to the courthouse from that rural area did not obtain the deceased’s parent 
information. The death record matched the legible portion of the grave marker and filled-in the 
missing information gaps. These two items, photos of the grave marker and photos of the death 
record, along with the grave notation by the MCGHS were accepted as proof of death. 

Once the historical and official records were reviewed, we confirmed that there is only 
one Mary Bonnett, our third great grandmother, who could be the documented and little known, 
daughter of William and Barbara Bonnett. Our NSDAR lineage truly does prove to lead to 
Samuel Bonnett through his son William. We are very excited! 

Through this quest, we also documented our Goddard family lineage with the William 
and Barbara Harpold Bonnett lineage from the Hacker’s Creek area. The history we learned 
through the process was invaluable to our understanding of what our pioneer ancestors endured 
and overcame. We share our evidence of information that it may ease others seeking 
confirmation to this same lineage especially through Mary Bonnett and John Samuel Ours. 
Perhaps descendants of Mary’s siblings may be interested in pursuing NSDAR lineage too. 
Many thanks to all, including the staff at Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants (HCPD) for your 
generosity in assisting us and sharing your immense knowledge of the area where you are 
located. We also appreciate the HCPD volunteer who drew specific maps for us to the area sites 
that we needed to visit and photograph. Our family history enriched immensely thanks to you. 
Cathleen Shultz may be reached at cathleenshultz@gmail.com. She welcomes corrections and 
additions to the information provided. She is indebted to her sister, Lois Arcuri, for her immense 
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good humor, adventuresome nature, and determination in finding family records, especially 
through the woods. 


Bonnett to Goddard Lineage Connections 


1. 


Samuel Baxter Bonnett (b. 1739 Paoli, Chester Co, PA; d. 17 Dec 1789 Jane Lew, Harrison Co, 
VA) m. 1755 Paoli, Chester Co, PA to Mary Elizabeth Lorentz (b. 1741 Paoli, Chester Co, PA; d. 15 
Oct 1819 Jane Lew, Lewis Co, WV. Issue — 7. Both buried in Old Harmony Cemetery near Old 
Harmony Church. 

Their son, William Bonnett (b. 14 Nov 1774 Cedar Creek, Bath [later Hardy] Co, VA; d. 10 July 
1858 Ripley, Jackson Co, VA [later WV]) m. 3 March 1799 Cedar Creek, Harrison Co, VA to 
Barbara “Barbary” Harpold [daughter of Adam Harpold 1757-1802 and Margaret Cunningham 
Dunkle 1764-1843] b. 4 Feb 1784 Hampshire Co, VA; d. 20 Aug 1867 Ripley, Jackson Co, VA. 
Issue — 11. Both buried in the Pioneer (Old Settler’s) Cemetery near the Jackson Co, WV 
Courthouse in Ripley. 

Their daughter, Mary Bonnett (b. 4 Feb 1806 South Ripley, Mason Co, VA; d. 18 Nov 1871 
Spiller, Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH) m. 29 April 1821 Mason Co, VA to John Samuel Ours [son 
of John Gottfried Ours 1739-1793 and Anna Marie Wetherholt 1753-1838] b. 1789 VA; d. 3 May 
1876 Spiller, Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH. Issue—10. Both buried at Ours (aka Otterbein) 
Cemetery in Spiller, Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH. 

Their daughter, Matilda Ours (b. 4 Oct 1835 Lebanon Twp; d. 9 April 1913 Cleveland, Cuyahoga 
Co, OH) m. 17 Feb 1856 Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH to Browder Reese Lane [son of Jacob Lane 
1802-1850 and Mary Daugherty 1808-1883] b. 24 Dec 1835 Jackson Co, VA; d. 30 Jan 1917 New 
Brighton, Beaver Co, PA. Issue — 12. Both buried at Grove Cemetery in New Brighton, Beaver 
Co, PA. 

Their daughter, Sarah Lucinda Lane (b. 10 Jan 1870 Lebanon Twp; d. 29 Aug 1948 Cleveland, 
Stark Co, OH) m. 4 Nov 1888 Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH to John Jackson Goddard [son of 
James E. Goddard 1834-1900 and Elizabeth Ida Singers 1836-1881] b. 18 April 1860 Meigs Co, 
OH; d. 31 Oct 1910 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH. Issue — 5. Both buried at Grove Cemetery 
in New Brighton, Beaver Co, PA. 

Their son, Wilbur Eldo Goddard (b. 10 Feb 1895 New Brighton, Beaver Co, PA; d. 5 March 1977 
East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH) m. 20 Dec 1915 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH to 
Florence Michaele Whitney [daughter of Thomas Jacob Whitney 1863-1928 and Ella Barbara 
Yost 1865-1946] b. 3 June 1898 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH; d. 9 June 1986 East 
Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH. Issue —6. Both couples buried at Riverview Cemetery, East 
Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH. 

Their son, Charles Wilbur Goddard (b. 27 June 1922 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH; d. 5 Dec 
1995 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH) m. 19 Feb 1944 East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH to 
Lenora Agnes Cottrill [daughter of Charles David Cottrill 1885-1969 and Agnes Smith 1882-1928 
both buried at Freeman Coleman Cemetery, West Union, Doddridge Co, WV] b. 2 Nov 1919 
West Union, Doddridge Co, WV; d. 22 Oct 2011 Olmsted Falls, Cuyahoga Co, OH. Issue — 5. Both 
buried at Riverview Cemetery in East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH. 
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8. Their daughter Cathleen Michaele Goddard (b. East Liverpool, Columbiana Co, OH - ) m. 10 Sept 
1983 Searcy, White Co, AR to Sam Laurence Shultz (b. Gainesville, Cooke Co, TX - ). 


12/31/2019 
List of Tables, Photos & Supplements for the Manuscript 
“Confirming the Bonnet to Goddard Lineage!” 
by Cathleen Goddard Shultz 
1. The Manuscript — “Confirming the Bonnett to Goddard Lineage” 
2. Two newspaper columns “Yesterday and Today” by Shirley Donnelly from the Beckley-Post 
Herald dated January 25 and January 25, 1973. 
3. Photo of William Bonnett and Barbara Harpold Bonnett’s Grave Markers from the Old Pioneers 
[Settlers] Cemetery in Ripley, Jackson Co, WV. 
4. Table “William and Barbara Harpold Bonnett’s Children” 
5. Image of Marriage Record of Mary Bonnett and John Ours 29 April 1821 Mason Co, VA [now 
WV]. 
6. Two photos of Mary Ours Grave Marker [top and bottom] from the Ours [also known as 
Otterbein] Cemetery in Spiller, Lebanon Twp, Meigs Co, OH. 
7. One photo of death record of Mary Ours from the Probate Court Record of Deaths, Meigs Co, 
OH, 1867-1897, pp.26-27, located in the NSDAR Library in Washington, DC. 
8. Bonnett to Goddard Lineage Connection 
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WILLIAM & BARBARA HARPOLD BONNETT ww... 


MAR 1799 HARRISON CO, VA) 


CHILDREN = 11 


1. Margaret “Sarah” Bonnett 
b. About 1800 Charles City, Harrison Co, VA 
m. 10 Apr 1813 Kanawha City, Kanawha Co, VA. William F. Carney from Randolph Co, VA (1794- 
1873) Issue —9. Married at her parents’ home on Mill Creek above Ripley (Now in Jackson Co, 
WV). 
d. About 1890, Sissonville, Kanawha Co, VA at home of son, Silas Carney, Liberty, Putnam Co, 
VA. First interred at Carney-Pitchford Cemetery at Liberty, Putnam Co; later moved by horse & 
wagon and interred at Matthews Cemetery at Sissonville, Kanawha Co, WV at the family 
cemetery of daughter, Mary Jane and, husband, Francis W. Matthews. Margaret has no grave 
marker and she is buried next to her husband who does have a marker. 

2. Elizabeth “Lizzie” M. Bonnett 
b. 4 Oct 1802 Harrison Co, VA 
m. 4 Jul 1816 Or 17 Mason, Mason Co, VA at her parents’ home. Colonel Isaac Newton Flesher 
from Harrison/Lewis Co, VA (1796- 29 Jun 1841). Issue —12. At the time of his death, she was 
41 with 8 children to support. She refused to have them raised by neighbors or relatives stating 
“Never, while | can use the shuttle and the spinning wheel.” All her children survived 
comfortably into adulthood. 
d. 3 Mar 1880 near Reedsville, Olive Twp., Meigs Co, OH (Burial — Letart Falls Cemetery, Meigs 
Co, OH). The following inscription appears on her monument: “All my treasure is above, All my 
riches in His love. Treasured world farewell, Jesus calls, with Him I’ll dwell.” Age 77 y 4 mo 29 
days. 

3. Mary Harpold Bonnett 
b. 4 Feb 1806 South Ripley, Mason Co, VA 
m. 29 Apr. 1821 Mason Co, VA. John Samuel Ours (1789-1876). Issue - 10 
d. 18 Nov 1871 Spiller, Lebanon Twp., Meigs Co, OH (Burial —- Ours [AKA Otterbein] Cemetery at 
Spiller. [Mary’s grave marker was excavated next to her husband’s grave marker in Ours 
Cemetery in 2018] 

4. Susanna Susan H. Bonnett 
b. 1807 or 08 Mason Co, VA 
m. 12 Nov 1826 Mason, Mason Co, VA. William M. Parsons, Jr. (1806-1892). Issue—5. Family 
lived on Parchment Valley Road across from Mt. Moriah Church. 
d. 7 Feb 1863 Pleasant Hill, Jackson Co, WV. Buried in Mt. Moriah Church Cemetery, Parchment 
Valley near Ripley, Jackson Co, WV. 


5. William M. Bonnett, Jr. 
b. 4 Apr 1811 Jackson Co, VA 
m. 15 Mar 1835 Jackson Co, VA. Levisa Leuvicy Ann Van Dyne (1819-1895). Issue - 1 


10. 


11. 
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d. 6 May 1892 Ripley, Jackson Co, WV (Burial McIntosh Cemetery aka Big Pine Cemetery, Fair 
Plain, Jackson Co, WV) 

Sarah “Sallie” Bonnett 

b. 1813 Mason Co, VA 

m. 24 Nov 1831 Jackson Co, VA. James Baker (1810 or 1812 - ) Issue - unknown 

d. 1890 Liberty, Kanawha Co, WV (Burial site unknown) 

Matilda Bonnett 

b. 1815 Mason Co, VA 

m. 16 Nov 1835 Jackson Co, VA. Christopher W. Craig. Issue — 3 (Children - William 1835-1925, 
Mary Matilda 1837-1922 and Benjamin 1837-1922; the latter two were raised by William & 
Barbara Bonnett as proved by census records) 

d. 22 Sep 1840 Jackson Co, VA. (Buried Old Ripley Cemetery, Jackson Co, VA [now WV]) 
Louisa Eliza Bonnett 

b. 28 Jul 1816 Mason Co, VA 

m. 13 Mar 1834 Jackson Co, VA. William B. McMahon MD (1812-1873). Issue—8 

d. 1902 Kansas City, Jackson Co, MO (Burial site unknown) 

Nicholas Henry Bonnett 

b. 1820 Mason Co, VA 

m. 24 Mar 1842 Mason Co, VA. Catherine Staats (1824-1852). Issue - 3 

m. 3 Jul 1853 Mason Co, VA. Sarah Elizabeth Staats (Half-sister of Catherine Staats). Issue - 3 
d. 12 Jun 1858 Jackson Co, VA (Burial Jackson Co, VA [now WV]; site unknown) 

John Alexander Bonnett 

b. 17 Jul 1824 Mason Co, VA 

m. 20 Jan 1848 Jackson Co, VA. Mary Margaret “Marceline” Armstrong (1830-1873). Issue - 7 
d. 15 Feb 1906 Johnson Co, MO. (Burial — Holden Cemetery, Holden, Johnson Co, MO.) 
Martha E. Bonnett 

b. 1828 Mason Co, VA 

m. 9 Oct 1848 Jackson Co, VA. Charles McComas Casto (1829-1903). Issue —5 or 6 

d. 1870 Jackson Co, WV (Burial site unknown) 


Revised 12/231/2019cms 

http://www.wvculture.org/rr [Site for marriage records] 

Note: William and Barbara Harpold Bonnet[t] lived in the Little Mill Creek area south of Ripley, Jackson Co, VA (now 
WV). The home site was alternately in Harrison, Kanawha, Mason and Jackson Counties of Virginia as the counties of 
VA and WV changed boundaries. 


By SHIRLEY DONNELLY 

One of the most colorful 
characters ever to tread the 
red clay hills of Jackson County 
was William Bonnett Sr. His 
familyhailedfromthe 
Clarksburg-Buckhannon coun- 
try, where John Bonnett 
was killed by the Indians. 

In Sep 
t ember, 1787, (are 
J ohn Bonnett pees: 


West Fork above Clarksburg. 
On the pursuit they made camp 
one night. After one of the 
group was resting after doing 
sentry duty that night, he 
dreamed he saw a red doe. 
Frontiersmen believed that 
was a sign of bad luck. After 
the sentry related his dream, 


“by Brickman | 


he said, “Boys, look out! Some 
of us will be killed todav!”’ 

They had not proceeded far 
when John Bonnett fell, pierced 
through his body by a bullet 
from an Indian rifle. 

BUT IT WAS William Bonnett 
Sr., whom a Jarge bear took 
for a ride. Bonnett was out 
hunting and wounded a huge 
bear. His three trusty dogs soon 
overtook and attacked the 
animal, which ran dovn into 
a steep ravine, with the dogs 
worrying the hurt animal no 
end , 


Bonnett hurried to the scene, 
but unfortunately for himself, 
his moccasins slipped on the 
wet leaves. Ils slid down the 
steep bank and landed right 
smack dab upright on the back 
of that big bear! 

That novel mode of attack 
so excited the bear that it made 
great effort to get loose. In 
breaking loose from the dogs, 
the bear shambled rapidly down 
the hollow with the hunter on 
its back and the wildly excited 
dogs close on its heels. 
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Yesterday And Today— | 
Dream Of Red Doe Was Feared Omen 


THAT OLD CHURCH has an 
elevated chapel Moor that slopes. 
dewnward toward the old 
“‘mourner’s bench” that ‘stands 
in front of the aged pulpit that 
is clothed in the patina of time, 

Close to where Solomon Har- 
pold’s dust repnses is that of 
Mrs. Billy (Susanna) Parsons, 
who shot and kilied the bear 
her dogs “treed” in the yard 
about the cabin while her hus- 
band and son were out hunting 

' but bagged only a waterhaul, 
a5 we say when one comes in 
home empty handed. ° 

Susanna Parsons died Feb. 7, 
1863, in the 3rd year of her 
life. She is the only woman 
I ever heard of who kilied a 
bear unassisted. 


AS LUCK WOULD have it, 
; the chase did not last long, be- 
cause that bear, which was 
making passenger train time, 
dashed under a log that had 
fallen across the hollow. Bon- 
nett was able to reach up and 
get a death grip on that log. 

The bear Joped on and 
William Bonnett Sr., drew’ 
himself up into safer lodgings. 
Soon the pursuing pack of bear 
dogs caught up with the fast- 
weakening and wounded bear 
and killed it. 

This William Bonnett Sr., 
came to present day Ripley 


Beckley Post-Herald (Beckley, West Virginia) Jan 26, 1973 
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Yesterday And Today— 


Floyd Sayre’s F orebear Hunted Bears 


“GETTING HER rifle, Mrs. 
Parsons went into the yard 
and shot the bear, which fell 
dying from its perch. 

“Several hours later, Captain 
Billy and his son returned 
empty-handed from their hunt. 
They were pleasantly surprised 
to discover that there was a 
supply of bear meat on hand 
at the cabin after all! 

“Capt. William Parsons was 
the son of Charles Parsons, a 
Revolutionary War soldier. He 
and his father came to Jackson 
County shortly after, or before, 
some sources say, 1794. 


“CAPTAIN BILLY Parsons 
was 4 captain of militia in the 
War of 1912. Father and sons 
settled on Sycamore Creek, at 
present day Ripley. 

“While Charles Parsons, 
father of Captain Billy Parsons, 
was living on Sycamore Creek, 
his dogs startled a bear and 
chased it all day, aliernately 
running and fighting, for over 
20 miles. 

“They finally caught up with 
brother bruin as he was swim- 
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John McCutchan’s Singing School 
By Sharon Smith 


Not long after I began researching my family history more than twenty-five years ago, I 
received an old family photo from my grandmother’s first cousin, Wanda EWING SPROAT. It 
was a group photo of a singing school led by John McCUTCHAN dated about 1887. For me the 
photo was a genealogical treasure because it enabled me to put faces to the names of ancestors 
that I had come to know through family stories and through records they left behind, including 
my great-great-grandparents, Charles Ezra and Lucinda McCUTCHAN MICK, and my great- 
grandmother Georgia MICK McCLAIN. Almost everyone in the photo lived in the Collins 
Settlement District of Lewis County, West Virginia. 
The photo had belonged to Wanda’s mother Bertha MICK EWING (my great grand aunt) 
who appears to be about four years old in the picture. Thankfully, Aunt Bertha identified almost 
all of the twenty-four individuals in the photo. Most were members of the McCUTCHAN, MICK 
or CASTO families. The singing school was held at the home of a family by the name of 
WHITE, who Aunt Bertha noted was “no relation.” 
From an on-line search, I learned that singing schools were common fixtures in 
communities during the nineteenth century, particularly in the rural areas of Appalachia. 
Rudimentary musical reading, aided by the shape-note method, was taught by a “singing 
master.” Through the singing schools, participants were introduced to hymn books and taught 
how to use them. They learned hymns that became standards they would sing in their homes and 
churches. 
Singing schools were popular places for communities to socialize, and for many young 
men and women, the schools were important to their courting traditions. This appears to be true 
for John McCUTCHAN who later married one of the young ladies in attendance, Sarah Jane 
CASTO. 
Brief biographical sketches of twenty of the attendees reveal the family connections 
among them. Biographical information could not be found on four of the individuals in the photo 
— one “unknown girl;” Obed WHITE and another WHITE boy whose first name is unknown; and 
a lady by the name of Della POTTS. 
Five siblings in the picture are issue of my third great-grandparents, Robert Blanks 
McCUTCHAN and Elizabeth MCCURDY McCUTCHAN who came to Lewis County from 
Augusta County, Virginia prior to August 1850. 
1. John Mansfield Galford McCUTCHAN (1853 — 1943) married Sarah Jane CASTO in 
1890 in Lewis County. In 1894 he was appointed as postmaster of Duffy, Lewis 
County. The 1900 census lists John’s occupation as “blacksmith” and Sarah Jane’s as 
“farm manager.” They had two daughters. 

2. Jane Anne McCUTCHAN (1845 — 1917) married George T. KINCAID in 1872. She 
is identified in the photo as “Virginia MCCUTCHAN KINCAID.” It appears that 
“Jane” was also known as “Virginia.” The 1900 census from Lewis County shows 
that George T. Kincaid and wife Jane had been married 28 years, and their daughter 
Laura, age 25, was living in the household. The birth record for Laura, dated 1 April 
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1874, shows the names of the parents as “Geo. T. Kincade” and “Virginia Kincade.” 
They also had a son William P. 

Lucinda Estaline McCUTCHAN (1846 — 1913) married Charles Ezra MICK in 1870. 
Charles and Lucinda had six children, five of whom lived to adulthood, and are in the 
photo. 

Robert Hall McCUTCHAN (1850 — 1937) married Alice Virginia BYRD in 1879. 
Robert and Alice had four children, only one of whom lived to adulthood, Philip 
Arthur. The 1910 census from Lewis County shows that Robert worked as a miller. 
The 1920 census lists his occupation as hotel keeper. 


. Mary Elizabeth McCUTCHAN (1852 — 1934) married Jasper Newton MICK in 1877. 


They had three children — Lizzie Bailey (Bell), Howard Blanks and Orpha Beulah. 


Two siblings in the photo are issue of my third great-grandparents, Walter and Hannah 
BAILEY MICK. Walter MICK died of pneumonia while serving in the 10" West Virginia 
Infantry during the Civil War and is buried in the Grafton National Cemetery. Hannah was 
left to raise nine boys and two girls. She experienced much hardship but rose to the 
challenge. 


6. 


Charles Ezra MICK (1848 — 1902) married Lucinda Estaline McCUTCHAN in 1870. 
The 1880 census from Lewis County shows that Charles worked as a farmer and lived 
next door to his mother Hannah and younger siblings. 

Jasper Newton MICK (1850 — 1928) married Mary Elizabeth McCUTCHAN, 
Lucinda McCUTCHAN’s younger sister, in 1877. He is identified in the photo as 
“Newton Mick.” He worked as a miller in a flouring mill. An article from 
Clarksburg’s Daily Telegram dated 30 March 1914 stated that an explosion in the 
engine room of the flouring mill at Crawford badly burned Newton’s son Howard 
Mick, and Newton was slightly burned himself. 


Five siblings in the photo are issue of Charles and Lucinda McCUTCHAN MICK: 


8. 


10. 


Robert Ezra MICK (1870 — 1957) married Nancy Jane CONKLIN in 1895 in Garfield 
County, Oklahoma. According to his obituary, Robert moved to Oklahoma in 1893, 
three months after the opening of the Cherokee Strip, the last large portion of tillable 
soil that remained in the public domain. Thousands of participants staked claim to 
millions of acres that formerly had been Cherokee grazing land. Robert settled on a 
farm there where he lived the rest of his life. He and his wife Nancy had four 
children, three of whom lived to adulthood — Ezra, Vernon and Beulah Estaline. 
Georgia Lula MICK (1872 — 1919) married Samuel Edward McCLAIN in 1893 in 
Lewis County. They had eight children, the oldest of whom was my grandmother 
Mary Leota McCLAIN CHIPPS. Their other children were Erma, Lula, Clara, Anna, 
Orpha, Charles and Cline. Georgia was knowledgeable of natural remedies and was 
often called upon by people in the communities of Duffy and Ireland to come to the 
bedside of loved ones in times of sickness or to deliver babies. 

James Lloyd MICK (1874 — 1954) married Minnie Ellen BEVERAGE in 1901 in 
Lewis County. They had five children — Irene, Ruby, Charles, Hobert and Opal. 
James worked as a teamster and farmer in the Collins Settlement District of Lewis 
County. 


PT 


i. 
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Walter Charles MICK (1876 — 1951) married Ida Belle WEAVER in 1908. They had 
three children — Herbert, Stanley, and LaVaughn. Like his brother James, Walter, 
known as “Wat,” was a farmer in the Collins Settlement District of Lewis County. 
Bertha Ann MICK (1882 — 1980) married Darius Campbell EWING in 1908 in Lewis 
County. They had three daughters — Wanda, Wilma and Merle. Darius worked as a 
farmer in Lewis County before the family moved to Morgantown, West Virginia in 
the 1920s. There he worked in a tin mill and in house construction. 


Two siblings in the photo are issue of Jasper Newton and Mary Elizabeth MCMUTCHAN 


MICK: 


13. 


14. 


Howard Blanks MICK (1880 — 1962) married Alda Flora GUM in 1913 in Eaton, 
Colorado. They had three sons — Newton Boyd, Howard Carl, and Robert Asa. 
Howard was an employee of Universal Glass in Vienna, West Virginia for thirty-two 
years. 

Orpha Beulah MICK (1883 — 1957) married William Worth BENNETT in 1909 in 
Lewis County. She was widowed two years later. Her husband died in January 1911 
while working as a log train worker for the Meadow River Lumber Company on 
Sewell Mountain in Fayette County. Beulah never remarried. She moved back to 
Lewis County and lived with her parents as a helper in the household until their 
deaths. 


Others in the picture: 


15. 


16. 


17: 


Eliza PICKENS MICK (1845 — 1930), the daughter of John Michael PICKENS and 
Mary Magdalene STONE, married William Edward MICK, oldest son of Walter and 
Hannah MICK, in 1867. She is identified in the photo as “Liza Mick.” The 1900 
census from Lewis County shows that Eliza had four children, three of whom were 
living — William B. and Lonnie, and the third believed to be a son named Ira. A 
daughter, Dora Dell, died in 1897. The same census lists Eliza’s occupation as “farm 
manager” while her husband William and son Willie were both listed as 
“lumberman.” 

Laura KINCAID (1874 — between 1911 and 1920), the daughter of George T. 
KINCAID and Virginia MCCUTCHAN, married Claude Edwin KELLER in 1903 in 
Lewis County. She and Claude lived in Marshall County, West Virginia where he 
worked as an electrical engineer in the steel industry. They had two daughters Anna 
Mildred and Iris Irene. Laura’s date-of-death range is based on the 1920 census of 
Marshall County in which Claude was enumerated as a widower with daughters ages 
twelve and nine. 

Stephen Marion CASTO (abt. 1840 — 1894) married Mary BLACK in 1860 in Upshur 
County. He is identified in the photo as “Marion Casto.” Marion and Mary Casto had 
five children — Roxana, Izetta, Sarah Jane, Drusilla and Joel. He was a farmer in the 
Collins Settlement District of Lewis County. After Marion’s death in 1894, his wife 
Mary lived with her son-in-law and daughter, John and Sarah Jane MCCUTCHAN. 


Three siblings in the photo are issue of Marion CASTO and Mary BLACK: 
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18. Izetta CASTO (abt. 1865 — 1941) married Charles P. PICKENS in 1893. They had 
three children — Troy, Dale and Dolly. 

19. Sarah Jane CASTO (1867 — 1950) married John M.G. McCUTCHAN in 1890. They 
had two daughters, Ressie Beatrice and Creola Grace. 

20. Drusilla CASTO (1871 — 1961) married Oney N. MICK in 1895. They had four 
children — Virginia Pearl, Victor Earl, Arvilla Mae and Arthur Glen. 


All but a few of those in the photo are buried at the McCutcheon Chapel Cemetery in 
Lewis County. The church there was built sometime prior to 1887 and was named in honor 
of Robert Blanks McCUTCHAN who rode his gray horse and collected money to see that the 
church was completed. 

The McCutcheon Chapel Cemetery began as a family cemetery on land next to the 
church owned by Charles Ezra and Lucinda McCUTCHAN MICK. On 9 December 1887 
their young son Claudius died at the age of three years, nine months and fifteen days. 
Claudius MICK became the first person buried in the area that later became the McCutcheon 
Chapel Cemetery. The spelling of the name has varied, but when the cemetery association 
was formed in 1962 the name of the cemetery was spelled “McCutcheon”. 

In the 1910 federal census Darius and Bertha MICK EWING are enumerated in the 
Collins Settlement District of Lewis County with their infant daughter Wanda. Almost ninety 
years later Wanda passed her mother’s treasured photo along to me, and I am sure that both 
Bertha and Wanda would be pleased that their photo is being shared, perhaps with other 
descendants of those who attended John McCUTCHAN’s singing school. 
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Singing School led by John McCutchan, c. 1887. (as identified by Bertha Mick Ewing) 


First Row: 
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Walter Mick, Obed White, Della Potts, Laura Kincaid Keller, Liza Mick, Drusilla Casto, Howard Mick, Mary 
McCutchan Mick, Izetta Casto, Sarah Jane Casto, John McCutchan, Virginia McCutchan Kincaid, Georgia 
Mick 


Second Row: White, unidentified girl, Marion Casto, James L. Mick, Newton Mick, Beulah Mick, 
Lucinda McCutchan Mick, Charles Mick, Bertha Mick, Robert McCutchan, Robert Mick 


MISS ROSE ALICE MACE 
By Mary Spaniol Glass 


Rose Alice Mace, known to friends and family as Rosa, was born 16 Feb 1879 in Hacker Valley, 
Webster, West Virginia. She was the second of six children of Eli J and Susan Raikes Mace and 
the granddaughter of Thomas C. and Mary Susan Woody Rakes. Her father was a farmer. Her 
youngest sister, Mary, died of a fever in1892, at the age of nine months. In 1897-98 Rosa taught 
at Laurel School on Miller Mountain in Webster County. According to Sampson Miller, she was 
one of the outstanding teachers of the county, and this was the last school in which she taught 
in the county. (She would have been only 18 years of age at the time.) The 1900 census shows 
her still living with her family intact in Hacker Valley. She was 21 years of age. 


Rosa appeared in the West Virginia Wesleyan College yearbooks in 1905 
and 1906 which show her studying for a literary degree in the Class of 
‘05. She was also listed as being in the class of ’05 in a news article. The 
accompanying photo is from the 1906 Murmurmontis yearbook where 
she is listed as a senior. On her 1911 passport she was described as being 
5’4” tall with fair complexion, brown hair and brown eyes. She gave her 
permanent residence as Little River, Florida. Little River appears to be a 
suburb of or neighborhood within Miami. Rosa’s parents had moved to 
Florida and were residing in Lemon City in 1910. Lemon City is now a 
neighborhood within Miami, Dade, Florida. 


The annual report of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church for 1911 lists Miss Rose Alice Mace replacing Miss Edna Jones at Mingchiang which is 
part of the Foochow Conference. Her salary was to be $500. She was to be given $250 for 
traveling expenses and $100 for furniture. Also listed for Mingchiang expenses for the year was 
$200 for training school and $30 for matron and Bible-woman. 


The January issue of the 1913 Missionary Friend lists Rose in the birthday prayer cycle, giving 
February 16", as her birthday. She was serving in Minchiang, China at the time. Miss Rose A. 
Mace was listed as principal of a higher primary school for girls (MEFB) in 1914. She was over 
sixty girls, all boarders. (The Educational Directory and Yearbook of China, p. 27) 
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An article entitled “The Mintsing Fair’ written by Rose Alice Mace of Mintsinghsien, China, 
appeared in the June 1915 issue of Women’s Missionary Friend. That same year she wrote a 
letter to her Aunt Nancy Skidmore telling of her work with the Girls’ Boarding School, the 
Woman’s Bible Training School and twenty-one Day Schools which she supervised, in addition 
to doing evangelistic work outside the schools. Her letter to Nancy of 22 June 1916 was more 
personal and mentions the family, the need for scholarships for girls to attend the school, and 
the fact that although it is peaceful in Mintsing, there is constant trouble in China. The war had 
not affected them much except for the price of food. She relates that her five years will be 
completed in January and that she hopes to be able to go home next spring. 


The February 1916 issue of The Christian Student lists Miss Rosa Mace, Pg.B, as the Chief Officer 
of the Methodist Girls Boarding School in Mintsing, China. (p.40) Pg. normally stands for post 
graduate. 


A ship manifest places Rosa Mace traveling from Foochow, China, to Kobe, Japan. She then 
travels on the S.S. Tamba Maru to Seattle, Washington. She is listed as a teacher and an 
American citizen, age 37. The other passengers listed are all Japanese. The ship arrives on 1 
June 1917, and all passengers are detained and quarantined. On 4 July the passengers are 
certified that they are not suffering from physical or mental defect or disease with one 
exception. Rosa is listed among the aliens. It is not known if she was part of that quarantine or 
if they exempted her as an American citizen. 


A letter written 13 June 1918 is sent from Rosa to her Aunt Nancy from Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, Tennesee, in which Rosa speaks of teaching, Red Cross work and speaking. She 
speaks of her mother who is ill and visiting Uncle Jim Raikes in Buckhannon, West Virginia. She 
would like to visit Nancy in Webster Springs and see the children, but feels that she may not be 
able to do so. She speaks of the war and how much she would like to do something that would 
really help. 


On 11 January 1919 she writes Nancy from San Francisco, California. She related that about the 
first of November she went to Florida to take care of her parents when they had the flu. (This 
was the period when the flu was epidemic in proportions throughout the world, and many died 
of influenza.) As soon as they were well enough, Rosa then started on a speaking itinerary 
which continued until she was ready to prepare to return to China. She was expecting to sail on 
the day the letter was written, but her passport was lost in the mail. She felt that her speaking 
was a success for she got a good deal of money for the work in China without asking for it. The 
people in Miami, Florida, pledged to provide eight scholarships for girls as well as building a 
church for the congregation there. 


Nancy Raikes Skidmore received a letter from her sister, Susan Mace, dated 22 June 1919 and 
written from Miami, Florida. She wrote that she did not like it in Martinsburg and they 
returned to Florida. She and her husband both had influenza and her husband Eli very nearly 
died from it. He was not yet completely over the flu, but that she was getting stronger. She 
relates that she didn’t think they would have survived if Rosa had not been with them. She says 
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that Rosa has returned to China and it seems like her whole soul is in her work. She continues 
that she and Eli are getting old and may not be able to live by themselves very long and that 
they may have to leave and move in with their unmarried son, Nestor [in Astabula, Ohio]. 


After Rosa returned to Mintsing she wrote again to Nancy about her work in an undated letter. 
Although stationed in Mintsing, all mail went through Foochow, as it was part of the Foochow 
Conference. She wrote of teaching the fifth, sixth and seventh grade girls to do Christian work 
during the summer in their respective villages. This work included evangelism, teaching health 
practices, and recreation. She had organized a Junior League for boys and girls, expressing her 
love for these children. She spoke much of the ministry in China, the failure to receive money 
pledged from churches in Florida for scholarships, although she had taken some of the boys and 
girls into school on faith. She expressed a desire to establish a program to teach people to read 
the Bible. She then had the workers to do this, but lacked the funds. She mentions the political 
situation with regards to bandits and the treatment by Japan, but expressed confidence that 
God would do great things for China in the future. The letters to Nancy ceased with her death 
in 1923, but she continued to correspond with Nancy’s family throughout her life. They looked 
forward to the letters from Rosa and, although they were Baptists, tried to support her causes 
both financially and spiritually, as well as encouraging the support from their fellow Baptists for 
the work. 


In Rosa’s application for a passport in February of 1925, she stated that she had resided out of 
the United States at the following places and the following times for the purpose of missionary 
work on behalf of the Womens Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and follows the occupation as teacher: 


Mintsing, China from Feb. 1912 to Jan. 1917 
Mintsing, China from Feb. 1919 to Jan. 1920 
Mintsing, China from Feb. 1920 to Jan. 1925 


She stated that she was born at Hacker Valley, in the State of West Virginia, on Feburary 16, 
1879, that her father is E.J. Mace who was born in the U.S.A. and then residing in Jefferson, 
Ohio, and was retired. She also stated that she desires a passport for use in visiting China, Hong 
Kong, and all countries for the purpose of missionary work and travel and gave her oath of 
allegiance. 


Rosa is listed on the S.S. Columbus ship manifest of October 1925 sailing from the port of 
Southampton to the Port of New York. It lists two passports: #6855 of 20 March 1925 where 
her address was given as 98 Jefferson St., Ashtabula, Ohio, in care of Hyre (her sister Lucetta) 
and then #448 of 21 August 1925, giving an address of 224 West 30* Street, New York City. The 
September 1925 Woman’s Missionary Friend stated she was on leave and gave her address as 
218 NE 15 Terrice, Miami, Florida. 
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According to google books her name appears in the Columbia College catalog in 1929. It 
appears that she obtained a degree from Columbia University Teachers College in New York 
City in 1928. (The Methodist Woman, Vol. 26, p. 345-347) 


When Rosa returned to China, she was assigned to Foochow where she served for many years. 
She returned home on leave and had a New York City address from October 1935 to October 
1936. 


In 1945 and 1946 it is known that Rosa was serving as pastor in New Market, lowa, because 
letters were received from that city. She wrote to her cousin, Mary Skidmore, Nancy’s 
daughter-n-law, in October 1945, following the death of her husband. She expressed her 
condolences and her remembrances of her cousin, John. She wrote: “Do be brave and do not 
grieve. Keep close to Christ and He will supply all your needs.” Rosa reported that she was in 
charge of the church in New Market and in Siam, preaching at both churches. She had been 
there about nine weeks and was busy with evangelism and classes to prepare young people and 
juniors for church membership. She reported that she had returned to the United States the 
previous October and found it heart breaking to see the suffering and starvation in China and 
having no way to relieve most of the suffering. 


In 1952 Rose Mace was appointed as pastor of the First Methodist Church in Fort Myers, 
Florida. She was reappointed in 1953. 


In 1954 Rosa moved to Tice, Lee, Florida and worked tirelessly for the Tice United Methodist 
Church, inviting those in the community to hear of God’s love. “Known as the ‘walking woman,’ 
Rose Mace regularly walked miles to visit those who missed Sunday School and Worship. 
Eventually, women formed the Rose Mace Circle in her honor. The group continues meeting 


regularly to this day.” ("The Tice UMC Story". http://www.ticeumc.faithweb.com/index 1.html 


Note: This article referred to her as a retired missionary of 40 years from China.) 


In 1962 Rosa was living in Tice, Florida, when she wrote Mary Skidmore’s daughter, Vivian 
Griggs, hoping that Vivian would be able to visit her in her trip to Florida and inquiring about 
the family. 


On 27 December 1965 Rosa died in Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida. Amelia Anderson wrote 
the following in Travelers on the Long Road, Encyclopedia of West Virginia Methodism, Vol. 1: 


“Mace, Rosa Alice was born in 1876 in Hacker Valley, Webster County. She was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eli F. Mace. She was an outstanding teacher in the 
Webster County Schools. 


“Early in life she felt the urge to be a missionary in China. She was the first 
missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church from Webster County. She spent 
15 years at Mitsang and over 20 years at Foochow. She served as teacher and 
the principal of a girls’ boarding school. She also supervised 22 day schools and 
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their deaconesses. One day a man presented her with the will of a Chinese 
preacher whose funeral she had attended. He had willed her his three young 
daughters. Miss Mace accepted the responsibility for them and their young 
brother. She raised and educated the four of them. 


“Miss Mace refused to leave the Chinese she loved when the Japanese began 
bombing Foochow. She finally reluctantly left on an American plane sent for her 
and others. She moved to Florida where she spent her final years lecturing 
about her years in China.” (p. 447) 
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Stout’s Mill 


Stouts Mills in Gilmer county, West Virginia, originally known as "Stouts Settlement,"! was 
settled by the family of Hezekiah Stout, Sr. and his wife, Sarah and, more specifically, by his 


son, Hezekiah Stout, jr 


The obituary of Thomas Stout, printed in the Weston Herald on February 28, 1859, states that 
when he died, he was "the last of the four brothers who comprised Stout's Settlement on Little 


Kanawha River, in 1795."3 Other records, however, indicate that in 1795, the Stouts were then 
living on the Brushy Fork of Elk Creek in Harrison county, Virginia. Hezekiah, sr., had 


purchased the Brushy Fork property from his brother, Daniel Stout, in October 17894 and 
appeared on the tax lists of Harrison county from 1789 to 1796.5 In 1796, the family moved not 
to Stouts Mills, but to the Back Creek area of Bath county, Virginia,© where the family had lived 
in the 1780's.’ They remained in the Back Creek area until about 1800. During this period, 
Hezekiah Stout served on Bath county juries,’ was listed on Bath county tax lists,? put up a bond 
for the administration of the estate of a neighbor,!9 and was involved in litigation! ! in Bath 
county. Hezekiah, sr.'s son, Daniel, also obtained a patent for property in Bath county !2 and 
testified on his father's behalf in litigation involving Abraham Ingram in Bath county. 13 
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By August 1800, the family had left the Back Creek area of Bath county and had moved to 
Harrison county.!4 At that time, Harrison county included the Stouts Mills area. 15 Hezekiah, sr., 
may have remained in Bath county or traveled back and forth from Harrison to Bath county to 
clear up remaining matters. 16 According to Thomas Marcellus Marshall, a great-grandson of 
Hezekiah, sr., "the Stout people were at Stout's Mills since about 1801."!7 This is consistent 
with the records showing Hezekiah, sr.'s, sale property in Bath county and the family residence 
in Harrison county in 1800. Hezekiah, sr.'s presence in Harrison county is also confirmed by his 
giving consent in September 1802 for his daughter, Charity, to marry James Maze. 18 Hezekiah, 
sr., and his wife, Sarah, however, did not immediately purchase any land in Harrison county. It 
was not until December 1806 that the land in Stouts Mill was purchased. It was purchased by 
Hezekiah, sr.'s and Sarah's son, Hezekiah Stout, jr. On December 15, 1806, Hezekiah, jr., 
purchased a tract of land on the Little Kanawha River from David Scott for 50 pounds. 19 The 
deed was witnessed by Peyton Byrn, and Henry Mace, both of whom also purchased property on 
the Little Kanawha River from Daniel Scott, and by Daniel Stout.20 Just a few months before 
this purchase, Hezekiah, sr., went to Bath county to sell land that his Daniel had obtained in 
1799.21 On August 12, 1807, Daniel Stout bought 100 acres at nearby Salt Lick Creek for 40 
pounds from Peyton.22 


According to Hezekiah, sr.'s great-grandson, T.M. Marshall, at the time the Stout family arrived, 
the area, "at the mouth of Big Sliding Run along the Little Kanawha River," was "virgin 
forest."23 "[T]he first cabin was built on the flat bottom" and that later "they built on the hill flat 
by the road some distance from the river, and where the public road has passed for nearly a 


century, to make the turn and pass the bad bluff and the river."24 


The 1810 census shows Sarah Stout, over the age of 45 years, as the head of household, 
indicating that she was probably a widow and living with her two youngest sons, Thomas and 
Samuel..25 Henry Mace, who had also purchased property in the Stouts Mill area, was listed on 
the same census page. The 1810 census indicates her daughter, Charity, who had married James 
Maze in 1802, and her son, Daniel, who had married Jemima Stout in 1800, were living fairly 
close by.26 Sarah's son, Hezekiah, jr., was living further away. Hezekiah, jr. had recently 
married Mary "Nancy" Wolf27 and was listed in the 1810 census adjacent to John Wolf, Nancy's 
father.28 In June 1809, John and Elizabeth Wolf, as well as Adam and Margaret Hickman, had 
sold to Hezekiah about 40 acres on Elk Creek, part of John Wolf's original patent of 274 acres.29 
My guess is that Sarah Stout was living on the Stouts Mill property that Hezekiah, jr. had 
purchased in December 1806. She and her husband may have helped finance the purchase of the 
property in anticipation of Hezekiah, jr.'s marriage to Nancy Wolf while Hezekiah, jr. was living 
next door to his wife's family. 


By 1815, Hezekiah, Jr., had moved to the Stouts Mills area and lived near his mother and 


siblings.370 Hezekiah, Jr. built the second gristmill in the county. The first one, built in 1812 
where the town of Glenville is now located was built by William Howell and has been described 
as "a very poor excuse for a mill" but "was used to grind the corn and wheat of all the settlers for 


miles around."3! While Hezekiah, Jr.'s mill was "a very ordinary affair was a long step in 
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advance of Howell’s mill."32 In February 1847, Hezekiah, Jr. and his second wife, Tacy, sold an 
acre of land to Hezekiah, Jr.'s nephew, James Maze, for a saw mill. The deed prohibited James 
from building a grist mill to compete with Hezekiah, Jr.'s grist mill and provided a penalty of 
$300 if Maze built a grist mill. The deed also provided that Maze build a dam, Hezekiah, Jr., 


would be entitled to use of some of the water.33 “Maze did build a dam. This [dam] created a 
hazard for men rafting logs to the market in Parkersburg. They had to guide their logs through a 
chute on the Maze side of the river. As the logs passed through this spillway, the men riding 
them were dunked to the waist, or more. The dam was removed in early 1900 when gasoline 
boats began running the river between Burnsville and Glenville. These mills were located near 


the present site of Stouts Mill bridge off of West Virginia route 5.34 Tn 1848, the county 
indicted Hezekiah, Jr. for "obstructing navigation on the Little Kanawha River, but the 


indictment was quashed.35 


In the very early days, there were no churches or schools. The first Baptist service in the area 
was conducted by an itinerant minister, Mr. Camden, at the private residence of one of the 


Stouts.3 In 1818, William Bell started the first school in the area in a log cabin at "Stouts 
Settlement."37 


In the 1820 census, the Stout brothers -- Daniel, Hezekiah, Samuel, and Thomas are listed in 


Lewis county.38 This census provides an alphabetical listing and therefore does not provide any 
clues as to where people lived within the county. Sarah was apparently living with her son, 


Thomas, since his household included one woman over the age of 45 years.29 


By the 1830 census, both Sarah Stout and her son, Samuel, had died.49 Both are buried in the 
T.M. Marshall Cemetery. Tombstones were erected for them in the early 1900's by Samuel's son, 
Absalom S. Stout. Sarah's tombstone states: ""Sarah Stout, wife of Hezekiah Stout who in the 


fullness of her years died in the year 1828. By A.S. Stout to the memory of his grandmother."41 
During the 1830's, Daniel worked as a hunter and packer to provide meat for the construction of 
the Staunton to Parkersburg Turnpike and was accidentally shot at a deer lick.42 His will is dated 
September 9, 183843 and the appraisement of the property in his estate was dated November 26, 
1838.44 


When Gilmer county was formed in 1845, one of the precincts in the first election was known as 
the "Hezekiah Stout precinct. 45 The county appointed Hezekiah Stout, Thomas Stout, E.T. 
Townsend, Currence B. Conrad and Elias Varner to superintend the elections at "Stouts 
Precinct."46 


In 1848, Absalom Stout, Daniel J. Stout and William Stout were appointed to view and mark a 
road down Sliding hill run along which William Cottrals had requested. This land ran through 
the lands of Silvester Stout, Ezekiel T. Stout, John R. Allen and Hezekiah Stout, jr. for about two 
miles. The viewers concluded the road would be useful and stated that only John R. Allen 
objected to the road. The county summoned John Allen to appear and to show why the road 


should not be built.47 
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In May 1852, a petition was submitted for the extension of a mail route from Glenville via 
Townsend Mills to Stout's Mills.48 


Hezekiah Stout, jr., the founder of the original grist mill at Stout Mill died on January 10, 1859 at 
Stouts Mill.49 He bequeathed his farm to his wife, Mary, as long as she lived and when she died 


or if she did not stay on the farm, then it was to go to his youngest son, Samuel Smith Stout. 50 
The farm was described as "the southeast side of little Kenawy [sic] River at or near the mouth 


of Big Sliding Hill run.">! To his son, Perry Green Stout, he willed a parcel of land lying at the 
upper end of his land, adjoining the lands of Thomas Stout where he first settled on the Little 


Kanawha River. >2 


During the Civil War, Hezekiah jr.'s son, Perry G. Stout enlisted in a Confederate cavalry unit.3 


Another son, Samuel Smith Stout and a son-in-law, William H. Wood,>4 went to the county 
courthouse in Glenville in May 1861 and enlisted in the Confederate army, 31st Virginia Infantry 


Regiment, company D, known as the "Gilmer Rifles"55 as did the Kuhl brothers -- William, 
Christian and John. 56 Company D had no outfits, accouterments, or army rifles, only 45 hunting 
rifles.57 


“On the 31st day of May, 1861, there arose a cry that Abolitionists were coming over from Ohio 
and elsewhere from the North to invade Virginia, now West Virginia. They overran our country, 
destroying property, compelled our men to enlist, taking horses, cattle, arms and ammunition. 
They also insulted mothers and wives when the men were away from home. This was too strong 
a proposition for freeman to sit still and do nothing and not take sides. So I, with many of my 
fellow citizens of Gilmer County, gathered up all available arms and ammunition. We had 
Squirrel Rifles with a few rounds of ammunition some had Dirk knives and others had Revolvers 
(those old-fashioned guns were known as Pepper Boxes). These guns were not dangerous unless 
they were thrown at a man, certainly not dangerous as firearms. 


“We supposed that the object of the invaders was to abolish slavery in Virginia and throughout 
the slave states. .. . As above stated in May 1861, at a general meeting in the town of Glenville, 
Gilmer County, West Virginia and then Virginia, I volunteered with many of the Democrats 
from Said County and we organized a Company of Infantry called the ‘Virginia Volunteer 
Infantry.’ This Company elected Rev. John Klem Mitchell as their Captain, who was killed soon 
after in a skirmish near Arnoldsburg, Virginia. 


“Said Mitchell a brave, gallant officer fell while leading his men in battle. The other officers at 
that first organization were as follows: First Lt., H. McNemer, Samuel S. Stout (youngest son of 
the late Hezekiah Stout), 2nd Lt., Lem. C. Lynch, Ist Sergt., Fleming E. Turner, 3rd Sergeant, 
and James J. Norman, 2nd Sergt. 


“The day we passed through Stouts Mills from Glenville, as one would suppose, many friends 
were at the wayside to get the last glimpse of sons, husbands, fathers, and brothers, and this was 
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very affective, but one case specially so. Mr. Wm. Conrad from Dust [Dusk?] Camp, about a 
middle aged man and an invalid and who had not been able to do any work for years, he was a 
near neighbor. He had joined our company ill able as he was, and was marching along in ranks 
with rifle on shoulder. His wife, a mother of some six children and a very poor family, grasped 
him around the neck, hung on as though she could not forbear, saying he could not and must not 
go. But he was so intent that he dragged for rods along in spite of her ponderous weight and his 
infirmity. At last he shook her off and went along all the same. This was heart rending and I 
heard several remarks “He’ll never get back again.’ and so thought I, and so it was. As I stated 
above, although a hero he died with Typhoid fever in Camp [Bartow] while the battle raged at 
the camp, just like many of my comrades who bade adieu to loved ones for the last time that 
same eventful day.” 


“Now back to Glenville in May 1861, a company was wanted to have 100 men, but we only 
succeeded in enlisting some 60, and being pressed for time we moved southward to a place 
called Rendevoose (probably rendezvous), and scene of action with what forces we had, or we 
would be cut off by the invading foe. We at once proceeded up the Little Kanawha River and 
found ourselves at the mouth of Oil Creek at a bountiful repast at Old Col. Yancey’s - the first of 
the great army dinners ever prepared in Braxton during the Civil War, prepared, I suppose, by 
the family of Col. Yancey and friendly neighbors to still our first military wolfishness. Thanks to 
those kind friends, as well as to those long departed orators whose patriotic and able speeches we 
enjoyed so much after dinner, by Capt. Mitchell, Col. Yancey, Hon. Robert Marshall, Rev. Mr. 
Wm. Ervin of the Stouts Mills and others. After dinner I helped Captain grind his little Spear at 
Yancey’s grindstone and the Captain remarked -- ““Now if we meet the enemy I shall endeavor to 
make my mark.” so getting another recruit -- namely Jacob Plyman who, Col. Yancey assured 
his family, should be well cared for if he went. We proceeded to Lewis County to the Skin 


Creek Church where we sheltered for the night. I was on camp guard this first night, I still 
remember that first password, it was ‘Corn.”” 


In June 1861, a Union calvaryman who was guarding a mail carrier was killed. A local farmer 
told Union soldiers that Tom Stout and his sons had killed the soldier and gave them directions 
to the Stout home. Thomas Stout was a son of Hezekiah Stout, jr. The Union soldiers captured 
Thomas Stout and two of his sons, Jonathan and Isaac at their home. They killed Thomas and 
shot Isaac, wounding him badly in the mouth. Jonathan fled. The Union soldiers, believing that 
Isaac was dead, chased after Jonathan, shooting at him. While the soldiers were pursuing 


Jonathan, Isaac escaped.> 8 


In April 1879, Gilmer county appointed Absalom S. Stout, Thomas J. Hudnall and Perry G. Stout 
to view “that part of the public road leading up the Kanawha River from the crossing of Sliding 
Hill run thence up to and opposite the old Hezekiah Stout house” which was “in very bad 
condition” and to determine “whether the road as now used is upon ground where the Turnpike 


road was originally located . . .”>9 
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"By 1882, the 50 person community of Stouts Mills boasted three general stores, a flour and saw 
mill, and a hotel. The town among its tradesmen: a furniture maker, blacksmith and wagon 
maker. The majority of these businesses were located on the south bank of the river, making the 
crossing of the river to get to them a major obstacle. One of the general store owners was L.D. 
Taylor. He was one of the community members to petition the county for a bridge to be built at 


Stouts Mills."©9 The blacksmith was probably Hezekiah, jr.'s son, Perry Green Stout.Ol He may 
have also operated the hotel; he obtained a license to run a tavern or hotel from the county 
authorities. 


A bridge across the Little Kanawha River at Stouts Mills was authorized in April 1897 and a 
contract was signed with the Canton Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio to build 


the bridge at a cost of $4,250.° It now has historic landmark status. 


In 1996, Patsy wrote me a letter describing Stouts Mill. As she recalled, it was never a large 
community. She could not remember a school or church being there, although she later 
remembered that there was a Baptist church there that was later disbanded and moved to Low 
Gap. She believed T.M. Marshall bought the old church. Her father grew up about a mile from 
Stouts Mill. He attended a school at Low Gap, where there was also a church next to the school. 
She said where the mills stood, the Little Kanawha river made a very sharp bend, making "Mill 
Point," in the middle of the bend almost an island. Her father joked that after you crossed the 
bridge at Stout's Mill and stood on "Mill Point,"you could throw a stone left or right and it would 
land in the Little Kanawha River. The road he walked to school was very steep and is now 
covered with gravel, but it was dirt when Patsy was a child. She remembered that it was very 
narrow and in the winter when they went to church, she was afraid they would slip over the side. 
Mill Point is about 800 feet tall. It was flat on the top and had four or five houses and a store. 
The mill store was on one side of the road at the right as you crossed the bridge. 


(The arrow in the map below points to the narrow road Patsy described in her letter.) 
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Over the years, the population of Stouts Mill declined. As of 2006, there were no general stores, 
hotels, grist mills, or blacksmith shops existing in the community. "The bridge is the only 
manmade remainder of this once thriving community of the early twentieth century." 
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1 Newman, Anna & Jay, Lewis County West Virginia Obituaries 1845-1899, Hackers Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc., Jane 
Lew, WV (1996), p. 70, citing Weston Herald, 28 Feb 1859, reprinted in Weston Independent 21 June 1933, obituary of Thomas 
Stout refers to the area as "Stout's Settlement." 


2Ina 1917, Samuel Smith Stout, grandson of Hezekiah, sr. and Sarah Stout, and youngest son of Hezekiah Stout, jr., wrote in a 
letter that he was one "of the third generation" and the last one of the nineteen living, of the Stouts of the settlement of the Stouts 
of Stout's Mills, West Virginia." I'm unsure of who are the nineteen people to whom he is referring. I note that Hezekiah, jr., had 
a total of 17 children and if one counts Hezekiah, jr., and his first wife, Nancy Wolf, that totals 19 persons. On the other hand, 
most of those children were born after the settlement was made and Samuel refers to being of the third general. Hezekiah, sr. and 
Sarah Stout had five children, two of whom -- Daniel and Charity -- had married before the property was purchased in 1806, so 
that would make a total of nine, more if one counts Daniel and Charity's children. Perhaps, the 19 persons mentioned by Samuel 
Stout included other neighbors or family members. 


3 Newman, Anna & Jay, Lewis County West Virginia Obituaries 1845-1899, Hackers Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc., Jane 
Lew, WV (1996), p. 70, citing Weston Herald, 28 Feb 1859, reprinted in Weston Independent 21 June 1933, obituary of Thomas 
Stout. 


4 On October 18, 1790, Hezekiah Stout purchased 200 acres on the Brushy Fork of Elk Creek, from Daniel Stout. This was part 
of Daniel Stout's original patent of 400 acres in 1775. (Harrison County Deed Book 1, p. 183 [Deed from Daniel Stout to 
Hezekiah Stout for 200 acres on the Brushy Fork of Elk Creek, part of Daniel Stout's original patent]; Harrison County, West 
Virginia Court Order Book I, p. 316 [October 1785 - “Acknowledged a deed of conveyance for 200 acres of land from Daniel 
Stout to Hezekiah Stout.”]; Virginia Land Office Grants Book L, 1784, page 189 [May 1, 1784, patent issued to Daniel Stout for 
400 acres on the waters of Elk Creek, including his settlement made thereon in the year 1775]; Core, Early L., The Monongalia 
Story, A Bicentennial History, McClain Printing Co., Parsons, WV (1974), p. 323 [certificate obtained by Daniel Stout for 400 
acres on the waters of Elk River including his settlement made in 1775. } 
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5 Harrison County, Virginia Tithable Lists (1784-1824). 


6 Harrison county, West Virginia Deed Book 2, p. 458 (March 21, 1796 - Hezekiah Stout and his wife, Sarah, sold 200 acreson 
the Brushy Fork of Elk Creek, one-half of Daniel Stout's original patent, to George Jackson); Bath County, Virginia Deed Book 
1, pages 360-361 (July 16, 1796 - Hezekiah Stout purchases 42 acres on Back Creek, on the line of Ephran Bates, with a comer to 
Gregory's line from Solomon and Elizabeth Townsend, witnessed by George Moore, Abraham Ingram, Thomas Galford, 
recorded July 1797}; Bath County Virginia Deed Book 1, pages 362-364 (July 1796, recorded July 1797 - Hezekiah Stout 
purchases from Abraham and Elizabeth Ingraham 20 acres on Back Creek, part of a 104- acres tract). 


7 Chronicles of Scotch-Irish Settlements in Virginia, Extracted from Original Court Records of Augusta County 1745-1800, 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD (1980), Vol. I, pp. 446-447 (In 1781 or 1782, Hezekiah Stout was among those who 
signed a petition for a road from Back Creek to the South Branch of the Potomac River); Augusta County, Virginia Surveyor 
records, p. 108 (July 25, 1782 - Hezekiah Stout had surveyed 100 acres on a northwest branch of Back Creek called Warricks 
Branch); Chronicles of Scotch-Irish Settlements in Virginia, Extracted from Original Court Records of Augusta County 1745- 
1800, Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD (1980), copy of book in the San Diego Public Library, pp. 446-447 ("Ezekiah 
Stout" purchased property at an estate sale of Joseph Wright, other sellers were neighbor of Hezekiah Stout; "Ezekiah" was 
probably Hezekiah Stout since there were no other Stouts in the area with the name of "Ezekiah" or anything similar other than 
Hezekiah); Virginia Land Office (Augusta county) Grants Book $, 1785, p. 701 [Hezekiah Stout obtains a grant of 92 acres on 
Warrick Branch, a northwest branch of Back Creek]; Sparacio, Ruth & Sam (ed.), Virginia County Court Records, Augusta 
County, Virginia Land Tax Books 1782-1788, The Antient Press, McLean, VA (1997) (FHL Book, 975.5916, R4S, vol. 1), pp. 
47, 80 [1787-1788 - Hezekiah Stout, listed as owning 92 acres on tax lists with other Back Creek property owners, name 
transcribed as "Zachariah Stout"]; August County Deed Book 26, p. 405 (September 19, 1789 - Hezekiah Stout and his wife, 
Sarah, "Late of the County of Augusta, sell to Thomas Cobery 92 acres lying on a northwest branch of Back Creek called 
Warricks Branch, to the line of John Gregory, witnesses: Samuel Vance, John Dever, Peter Robinson, George Renson (sp?), 
recorded October 20, 1789 upon the oaths of John Dever, Samuel Vance, Peter Robertson and two others). 


8 Bath County Court Order Book 1, pages 351-352, 381, 383 (1797, jury service); pages 417-418 (June 1798 "Hezekiah Stoute" 
appointed to grand jury); page 441 {Nov. 1798 jury service on case of Anthony Mustoe v. Joseph Thompson). 


9 Bath County Virginia Tithable Lists, 1791-1816: 1798 - Hezekiah Stout on Bath co. tax list, with two tithables in home and five 
horses and taxed $.45; neighbors included: ohn Bryd, R. Comr., Adam Byrd, John Denison, John Duffield, Isaac James, Daniel 
McGlouhlin, Richard Rider, David Ruckman, John Rider, William Rider, Solomon Townsend, Thurham? Tril? Tail?, Ezekiel 
Townsend and Leonard Waide; 1799 - Hezekiah Stout listed with two tithables, five horses and taxed $45; 180 - Hezekiah Stout 
listed with two tithables, five horses and taxed $45. 


10 Bath County Court Order Book 1, p. 409 (June 1798 - Hezekiah Stout and Samuel Jones put up a bond for the administration 
of the estate of William Bell by his widow and "relict," Hannah Bell). 


1 Bath County Court Order Book 1, pages 383-384, 318, 539. (November 1797 - "Abraham Ingram vs. Hezekiah Stoute Ezekiel 
Townsend, jr. and Solomon Townsend;" "in case." The jury "found upon motion of the defendants a nonsuit and was awarded 
them for five shillings and their costs by them in this behalf expended. The jurors on the case were: Anthony Mustoe, Thomas 
Rodgers, Benedict Ailaheri(?), Van Sweargen, Stephen Woods, William Dean, Valentine Kickley, Phillip Swisher, William 
Prather, Samuel Blake, John McClure, and Joseph Thompson. (Bath County Court Order Book I, p. 383, Nov. 1797.) The court 
allowed in this case to Isaac James"for three days attendance as a witness for the defendants Daniel Stoute two days for the same. 
Samuel James two days for same. Jesse James same and Joseph Gregory same." William Dixon allowed one day attendance as a 
witness for the plaintiff, Abraham Ingram in the case (Bath County Court Order Book I, p. 318 (Aug. 1798)) and Ezekiel 
Townsend, jr. was allowed 4 days attendance on Ingram's behalf. (Bath County Court Order Book I, pp. 384 (Nov. 1797),) 


12 Virginia Land Office Grants, Book 41, 1798-1799, page 588 [5 Nov 1799 - Daniel Stout obtained a patent for 90 acres on a 
mountain opposite the head of Thompson's Creek); Bath County, Virginia unrecorded deed, found among loose papers at the 
Bath County Court House, reprinted in Bath County Heritage, Bath County Historical Society, Winter 1998, Vol. 27, no. 4, pp. 3- 
4 (20 Sept. 1806 - Hezekiah Stout, as agent for Daniel Stout, sells to John Ervin 90 acres lying on Greenbrier Mountain opposite 
the had of Thomas Andersons Creek, land that corresponds to Daniel Stout's original patent.) 


13 Bath County Court Order Book, Nov. term 1797, pp. 383, 384. 
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14 Bath County, Virginia Deed Book 3, pages 33-34, 36-37 (4 Aug 1800 - Hezekiah Stout, then of Harrison county, Virginia, 
sold his Bath county, Virginia parcels of land to Ezekiel Townsend and Ephraim Bates, both deeds witnessed by John Bird, 
Archibald Methany, and James Given and were recorded in February 1805); Harrison County, West Virginia Marriage Bond 
Book 1, page 389 (6 Aug 1800 - "Sary Stout" states: "this from the hand of Sary Stout to the Clerk of the County this is to sartify 
[sic] that I am willing and has [sic] good reasons to believe that my husband is willing that our sun [sic] Daniel Stout may git 
[sic] licens [sic] for Jemima Stout this from under my hand, Sary Stout." This indicates Hezekiah's wife, Sarah, and children, 
were in Harrison county at the time.); 


13 th 1815, Stouts Mill became part of the newly formed Lewis county. In 1845, Stouts Mill became part of the newly formed 
county of Gilmer. 


16 On August 6, 1800, Hezekiah, sr.'s wife, Sarah, gave consent for their son, Daniel, to marry Jemima Stout. The consent 
indicates that her husband was not then present in Harrison county; she certified that she had "good reasons to believe that my 
husband is willing" that their son Daniel could get a license to marry Jemima Stout. (Harrison County, West Virginia Marriage 
Bond Book 1, p. 389.) On September 4, 1800, Hezekiah witnessed a deed in Bath county, Virginia from John and Hannah Dever 
to Solomon Townsend for 22 acres on Warricks Branch of Back Creek and was in court to prove the deed on September 9, 1800. 
(Bath County Deed Book 1, p. 3, pp. 137-138; Bath County Court Order Book 1, Sept. 1809.) 


17 Stout, Russel R. & Olive M., Richard Stout Descendants in West Virginia, RFD no. 1, Lyndhurst, Virginia (1964), reprinted 
1997 by James Stout as Descendants of Jonathan and David Stout, available from Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants, p. 17. 


18 Harrison County, West Virginia Marriage Bond Book 1, page 466. 19 Harrison County Deed Book 5, page 188. 


20 Harrison County Deed Book 5, page 188. On the same day, December 15, 1806, Peyton "Bym" purchased 100 acres on the 
east side of the Little Kanawha River from David Scott (Harrison County, West Virginia Deed Book 5, p. 187; and Henry Mace 
purchased 103 acres on the Little Kanawha River for $206.00 from David Scott (Harrison County, West Virginia Deed Book 5, 
p. 189, witnessed by Peton Bym, Daniel Stout, Hezekiah Stout, jr., and Hezekiah Stout, sr.). On August 18, 1808, David and 
Elizabeth Scott, of Harrison county, Virginia, sold to George Keener, of Randolph county, Virginia 100 acres on the Little 
Kanawha River, witnesses: Alexander Scott, Forbes Britton, Elizabeth Britton. (Harrison county, West Virginia Deed Book 7, p. 
262.) 


21 Virginia Land Grants Book 41, 1798-1799, p. 558 [patent obtained by Daniel Stout for 90 acres on a mountain opposite the 
head of Thompson's Creek in Bath county, Virginia); Bath County Court Order Book (1806) (Power of Attorney, dated 12 
August 1805 from Daniel Stout to Hezekiah Stout, appointing him to lease or sell his property in Bath county, witnessed by John 
Byrn, Barbara Byrn, and Samuel Byrn; Unrecorded deed found among loose papers at the Bath County Court House, reprinted in 
Bath County Heritage, Bath County Historical Society, Winter 1998, Vol. 27, no. 4, pp. 3-4 (20 Sept 1806, Hezekiah Stout, as 
agent of Daniel Stout sells to John Ervin for $100 90 acres on Greenbrier Mountain opposite the head of Thomas Andersons 
Creek, witnesses: James Hamilton, John Berry, John Friel, and Ezekiel Townsend); Bath County Virginia Will Book 1791-1813, 
Vol. 1, pp. 358-359 (Oct. 1806 - recording of power of attorney from Daniel Stout to Hezekiah Stout). On September 9, 1806, 
Hezekiah, sr. also gave a statement in court about a deed to Ezekiel Townsend that he had witnessed in 1800. (Bath County, 
Virginia, Deed Book 3, page 138.) 


22 Deed Book 7, p. 94, recorded September 1807. Peyton Bym, of Monongalia county, Virginia, had purchased 400 acres on Salt 
Lick Creek from David Scott of Monongalia County, Virginia on November 17, 1798. The deed was witnessed by Thomas 
Laidley, Stephen Gasseu and Thomas McKinley. It was recorded in July 1799. (Harrison County, West Virginia Deed Book 4, 
page 160.) 


23 Stout, Russel R. & Olive M., Richard Stout Descendants in West Virginia, RFD no. 1, Lyndhurst, Virginia (1964), reprinted 
1997 by James Stout as Descendants of Jonathan and David Stout, available from Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants, p. 17. 


24 Stout, Russel R. & Olive M., Richard Stout Descendants in West Virginia, RFD no. 1, Lyndhurst, Virginia (1964), reprinted 
1997 by James Stout as Descendants of Jonathan and David Stout, available from Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants, p. 17. 
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25 1810 federal census, Harrison county, Virginia, page 961; Harrison County. The census shows Sarah Stout, over the age of 45 
years and two young males: one who was more than 10 years old but yet 16 years old (born (1794); the other at least 16 years old 
but not yet 26 years old (born 1794-1800.), West Virginia Marriage Bond Book 2, p. 210 (signed 1 April 1807, bondsmen were 
Hezekiah Stout and John Wolf, Hezekiah Stout, sr. made a declaration on 3 March 1807 stating his approval for the marriage, 
which was witnessed by Samuel Dobbins and John Byrn (?)); Minister's List of marriages of George Towers. 


26 1810 federal census, Harrison county, Virginia, p. 951 (Daniel Stout), p. 952 (James Maze), p. 961 (Sarah Stout). Daniel's 
closest neighbors, i.e., listed close to him on the census, include Peyton "Burns" who purchased property in the Stouts Mills 
general area at the same time as did Daniel's brother, Hezekiah, jr., and who, along with Daniel and Henry Mace, witnessed 
Hezekiah, jr.'s purchase of the property. 


27 West Virginia Marriage Bond Book 2, p. 210 (signed 1 April 1807, bondsmen were Hezekiah Stout and John Wolf, Hezekiah 
Stout, sr. made a declaration on 3 March 1807 stating his approval for the marriage, which was witnessed by Samuel Dobbins 
and John Byrn (?)); Minister's List of marriages of George Towers. 


28 1810 federal census, Harrison county, Virginia, page 936. 


29 Harrison County, West Virginia Deed Book 8, p. 365. (Deed dated 19 June 1809.) John Wolf had obtained a patent for 274 
acres on Elk Creek, adjoining Daniel Stout, in then Monongalia county, Virginia on September 1, 1783. (Virginia Lad Office 
Grants Book H, 1782-1783, p. 528.) On September 15, 1821, Hezekiah and his wife, Nancy, sold this property to John Current. 
(Harrison County West Virginia Deed Book 15, p. 131.) 


30 Ward, Robert G., 1815 Directory of Virginia Landowners (and Gazetteer), Iberian Publishing Co., Athens, Georgia (1999), 
Volume 6 (Hezekiah Stout listed as on the Little Kanawha River, 50 miles southwest of the county courthouse; Sarah Stout listed 
as on the Little Kanawha River, 49 miles southwest of the county courthouse; Daniel Stout, listed as on the right hand fork of the 
Little Kanawha River, 50 miles southwest of the county courthouse and as on Salt Lick Creek, 60 miles southwest of the county 
courthouse. 


31 Hardesty’s West Virginia Counties, Jim comstock, Richwood, VA, Vol. 7, p. 14. 32 Hardesty’s West Virginia Counties, Jim 
comstock, Richwood, VA, Vol. 7, p. 14. 


33 Gilmer County, West Virginia Deed Book 1, p. 139. 


34 Gilmer County Historical Society, History of Gilmer County West Virginia 1845-1989, Gilmer County Historical Society 
(1994), p. 7; Report of the Chief of Engineers U.S. Army 1912, Part !, pp. 916-917, noting that "t]he mill dam at Stouts Mill has 
been purchased and the dam removed, which has benefited navigation" and that during the past year "[w]hen the [water] rises are 
3 feet or more several of these boats [gasoline or stea] make trips between Grantsvillle[,] Glenville and Stouts Mill. An 
application to the United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service for a historic landmark designation for the 
Stouts Mill bridge notes: "The Little Kanawha River was harnessed to run the lumber and flour mill for the community. The 
Little Kanawha River was also used as the major mode of transportation to and from market areas up until the county roads were 
upgraded and paved in the late 1920's. It was much easier to take a boat down the Little Kanawha River to Glenville for business 
than it was to travel the Weston/ Glenville Turnpike (State Route 5), which was at many times impassable due to flooding and/or 
mud. 


35 Gilmer Count Court Order Book, Feb. 1848 term, page 302. 


36 Stout, Russel R. & Alive M., Descendants of Jonathan Stout II and David Stout II, Lyndhurst, VA (1965), reissued 1997 by 
James S. Stout, p. 17. 


37 Hardesty’s West Virginia Counties, Jim comstock, Richwood, VA, Vol. 7, p. 14. 38 1820 federal census, Lewis county, 
Virginia, page 15. 
39 1890 federal census, Lewis county, Virginia, page 15. 
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40 Tombstone for Sarah, wife of Hezekiah in the T.M. Marshall Cemetery near Stouts Mills; tombstone for Samuel Stout in the 
T.M. Marshall cemetery; estate papers for Samuel Stout, including appraisement dated 11 November 1823, bill of sale dates 27 
Nov 1823 in Gilmer county, West Virginia. 


41 As read by Patsy Dawson in 1996. T.M. Marshall, a great-grandson of Sarah Stout, stated “Sarah Stout’s grave is on my land, 
a mile from here, where I was born.” (Stout, Russel R. & Olive M., Richard Stout Descendants in West Virginia, RFD no. 1, 
Lyndhurst, Virginia (1964), reprinted 1997 by James Stout as Descendants of Jonathan and David Stout, available from Hacker's 
Creek Pioneer Descendants, p. 21.) 


42 Stout, Herald F., Stout and Allied Families. 
43 Lewis County, West Virginia Will Book B, pp. 29-30. 
441 ewis County, West Virginia Inventories, Volume A, 1828-1943, pp. 269-272. 


45 Hardesty’s West Virginia Counties, Jim comstock, Richwood, VA, Vol. 7, p. 14 Gilmer County, West Virginia Court Order 
Book, March term, 1847, page 139. 


46 Gilmer County, West Virginia Court Order Book. 
47 Gilmer County, West Virginia, Court Order Book, Sept. 1848 term. 


48 Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, 1851-1852, Friday, May 28, 1852, posted on National Archives 
web site, viewed 25 Apr 2003. 


49 Declaration of William Stout in application for a pension by Mary Stout, widow of Hezekiah Stout. 50 Gilmer County, West 
Virginia Will Book 1, p. 26 et seq. 


51 Gilmer County, West Virginia Will Book 1, p. 26 et seq. 
52 Gilmer County, West Virginia Will Book 1, p. 26 et seq. 


53 Perry G. Stout, compiled military records. 
54 William H. Wood married Martha Jane Stout in Gilmer county, Virginia on December 28, 1854. 


55 Samuel S. Stout, compiled military records; William H. Wood compiled military records; Ashcraft, John M., 31st Virginia 
Infantry, E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg, Virginia (1983). 


56 Ashcraft, John M., 31st Virginia Infantry, E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg, Virginia (1983). 57 Ashcraft, John M., 31st Virginia 
Infantry, E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg, Virginia (1983). 


58 Stout, Russell R. & Olive M., Richard Stout Descendants in West Virginia, RFD no. 1, Lyndhurst, Virginia (1964), p. 23 
(According to this source, Jonathan joined the Confederate army, survived the war and was eventually killed by a falling tree 
while Isaac, although badly wounded in the mouth, recovered and was still living in 1919); Don Norman's files, citing "Some 
Civil War Reminiscences, published in the Braxton Democrat on March 4, 1920; Sutton, John Davison, History of Braxton 
County and Central West Virginia, Sutton, West Virginia (1919), reprinted by McClain Printing Co., Parsons, West Virginia 
(1997), p. 205. 


59 Gilmer County West Virginia, Court Order Book 3, page 183. 
60 Application for historic landmark status for the Stouts Mills bridge, section 8, p. 1, posted on internet, viewed July 18, 2009. 


61 1880 federal census, Glenville Dist., Gilmer county, West Virginia, enumeration district 139, p. 161D, family no. 294, Perry 
G. Stout, age 46, blacksmith. Hezekiah Stout, jr., in his January 1859 will gave to his son, Perry G. Stout that a tract of land 
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“Tying at the upper end of my land and joining lands with Thomas Stout where I first settled on the same river above mentioned 
[the Little Kanawha River] and being a part of two hundred acres above described .. . ." (Gilmer County, West Virginia Will 
Book 1, p. 26.) 


62 Gilmer County, West Virginia Court Order Book, March 4, 1885; March 1885, March 1894. 
63 Application for historic landmark status for the Stouts Mills bridge, section 8, p. 1, posted on internet, viewed July 18, 2009. 


64 Application for historic landmark status for the Stouts Mills bridge, section 8, p. 2, posted on internet, viewed July 18, 2009. 


Inn at Warner Hall 4750 Warner Hall Rd. Gloucester, VA 
23061 800.331.2720 www.warnerhall.com 


Warner Hall Plantation A Brief History 


In the winter of 1642, Augustine Warner I arrived in Jamestown with twelve new settlers for the 
Virginia Colonies. For bringing these colonists to the new frontier, Warner was given a “Head 
Grant” of 600 acres in Gloucester, Virginia. He eventually expanded his acreage at his new 
plantation, WARNER HALL, to several thousand acres prior to his death in 1674. During his life 
he was Justice of York, Justice of Gloucester, and a member of the King’s Council in Virginia. 
Augustine Warner was the great, great grandfather of George Washington, and an ancestor of 
Robert E. Lee. Queen Elizabeth II is a direct descendant of Augustine Warner I through the 
Bowes-Lyon family and the Earl of Strathmore. In England, Warner Hall is referred to as the 
home of the Queen’s American ancestors. 


Augustine Warner II (1642 — 1681) inherited Warner Hall upon the death of his father in 1674, 
and further developed the plantation house and property. Augustine Warner IJ, like his father, 
was a member of the King’s Council and also served as Speaker of The House of Burgesses in 
Williamsburg. He married Mildred Reade, the daughter of George Reade, founder of Yorktown. 
In 1676 Nathaniel Bacon came to Gloucester after burning Jamestown and made Warner Hall his 
headquarters. It was at Warner Hall that Bacon invited the “Oath of Fidelity” of his fellow 
countrymen. 


All of Augustine Warner II ‘s sons died young and when Augustine himself died in 1681 at the 
age of 39, he left three daughters, Mary, Mildred and Elizabeth. Mary went on to marry John 
Smith, of Purton, on the York, and their son, Augustine Smith was said to have been one of the 
Knights of the Golden Horseshoe who accompanied Governor Spotswood on his famous 
expedition across the Blue Ridge Mountains in 1716. 


Mildred Warner married Lawrence Washington and their son, Augustine, married Mary Ball. 
Augustine and Mary became the proud parents of George Washington, who was named after his 
great-grandfather, George Reade, founder of Yorktown. Perhaps the most recognized patriot in 
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American history, General George Washington led the Colonies to independence from the 
British in the Revolution of 1776. General George Washington continued his role as a great 
patriot in 1789 and become the first President of the United States of America. In a famous 
funeral phrase, Henry Lee declared that Washington was “first in war, first in peace, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen.” 


Elizabeth, the third daughter of Augustine Warner II, married John Lewis (1669 — 1725), and 
lived with the Lewis family in New Kent County until Elizabeth inherited Warner Hall in 1702 
when her brother, Robert Warner died.” Councillor” John Lewis was a member of Her Majesty’s 
Council, a position held only by the most well connected and affluent. 


The Lewis Family occupied Warner Hall for generations and members of the family immigrated 
to all parts of the Unite States. Lewis family descendants built a number of important Virginia 
homes including Belle Farm, Eagle Point, Abingdon and Severn Hall. Colonel Fielding Lewis of 
Belle Farm, was the grandson of Elizabeth and John Lewis. Col. Lewis was married twice, first 
to Catherine Washington, and after her death, to Elizabeth (Betty) Washington, sister of George. 
One of Fredericksburg’s most beautiful and historic homes, Kenmore, was built by Fielding 
Lewis for his wife Betty. 


As the Warner — Lewis family grew over the years so did the size of the house. From the time of 
Augustine Warner II, to his daughter Elizabeth and her husband John Lewis, the family and 
plantation prospered. Warner Hall came to consist of a large center structure with two separate 
detached brick dependencies. The east building was the plantation kitchen and laundry, and the 
west building was the tutor’s quarters, plantation schoolroom and shipping office. 


In 1740, a fire destroyed the original ria century Warner home, but the Lewis family rebuilt 
their residence on the same foundations. The property remained in the Lewis family until the 
1830’s. In 1849, the center section of the original Lewis house suffered a devastating fire, 
leaving the two brick east and west dependencies and out buildings. Before the turn of the 
century, the Cheney family acquired the property and built the present wood-framed Colonial 
Revival mansion that was popular in that era, on the original foundation and of the same floor 
plan as the Lewis house. 


Listed by both the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Commission, The Inn at Warner Hall continues to be of major architectural and genealogical 
significance in American history. Warner Hall has long been considered one of the premier 
properties in the Virginia Tidewater area. The property is located 3 1/2 miles from U.S. Route 17, 
and Colonial Williamsburg and the Hampton Roads area are just 30 minutes away. The State 
capital of Richmond and the Norfolk Harbor are approximately a one-hour drive. 
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CAPTAIN MORTIMER C. JOHNSON-CONFEDERATE SOLDIER 
by Ralph BENNETT 


In the Little Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery near Meadowville, Barbour County, West Virginia, 
there is a gravestone dedicated to Mortimer C. JOHNSON, which bears the inscription, 

‘CPT M C JOHNSON 1836-1863 

REBECCA HIS WIFE 1843-1926 

HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR HIS COUNTRY’ 

This article tells of the life and military service of Mortimer JOHNSON and other 
JOHNSON family members. 

Mortimer JOHNSON was born in 1836 in Glade District 5 of Barbour County, several 
miles east of Meadowville near Teter Creek and present day Teter Creek Lake. He was the oldest 
child of William M. JOHNSON, born 25 February 1810 & Lydia Ann (WELLS) JOHNSON, 
born 25 January 1813. Mortimer’s parents had married in 1833 in Barbour County. 

Mortimer was the grandson of Levi JOHNSON (1782-21 November 1854, (G.S., 
gravestone record) & Rebecca (MCMILLAN) JOHNSON, (1786-1878) and great grandson to 
Robert JOHNSON (1744-16 March 1831, G.S.) & Mary (VANNOY) JOHNSON, (1749-1827). 
Robert and Mary JOHNSON and Levi and Rebecca JOHNSON are buried in the Elliot 
Cemetery, 4-H Camp Road, Meadowville. 

Numerous sources show the JOHNSON family coming to Barbour County (then 
Randolph county) from Hunterdon County, New Jersey. Robert JOHNSON was an American 
Revolutionary veteran who served as a private in Captain John ECCLESTON’s 2™ Maryland 
Regiment of Foot. In partial payment for his military service he was granted a Land Warrant in 
Randolph County, Virginia. 

The 1850 Federal Census for Barbour County shows Mortimer living with his father 
William and five younger siblings on the Johnson farm east of Meadowville. His mother Lydia 
was not listed on the 1850 census. She had died 15 August 1848 when Mortimer was twelve. 
Lydia is buried in the Little Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery. 

The 1860 census shows 24-year-old Mortimer continuing to reside at his father’s. 
residence. The JOHNSON family moved to Meadowville before the Civil War where William 
ran a tavern. In this census both William and Mortimer had changed their listed occupations from 
farmer to tradesman. 

The 1860 census includes Mortimer’s 19-year-old wife Rebecca POLING, who he 
married in 1857. Rebecca born 1843 was the daughter of James S. & Mary (VANNOY) 
POLING, also residents of the Glade District. Rebecca & Mortimer gave birth to Octavia Belle 
JOHNSON, 5 May 1858. A second daughter, Augusta Elizabeth JOHNSON was born to the 
couple in 1861. 

With the secession of Virginia and the approach of the Civil War social and political 
tensions markedly increased in Barbour County. Conflicting loyalties divided friends and family 
members. JOHNSON family members were united in their firm commitment to the Confederate 
cause. 

Mortimer JOHNSON enlisted in the Confederate Army on 14 May 1861 as a private in 
Co. H. 31“ Virginia Infantry Regiment, ‘The Barbour Greys’, under the command of Captain 
Albert A. REGER. Confederate enlistment documents describe Mortimer as having dark hair, 
fair complexion, blue eyes, 5’8’’, occupation farmer. 
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Mortimer’s brothers Isaac VENDEVENTER JOHNSON & Thomas BENTON 
JOHNSON also enlisted in 31 Virginia’s Co. H on 14 May 1861. Joseph LINDEN JOHNSON 
later enlisted in Co. E, Virginia 62" Mounted Infantry, commanded by Captain Hannibal HILL. 
Members of the JOHNSON extended family also served the Confederacy. 

It was difficult to track the military service of Mortimer in the year following his 
enlistment. His Confederate service record does indicate that he received a medical discharge 
from the 31“ Virginia Infantry Regiment, 16 June 1862, near Mount Meridian, Virginia, 
following the Battle of Port Republic. His medical discharge signed by the 31‘ Virginia surgeon 
Dr. William J. BLAND states the cause of his discharge was deafness related to prolonged 
typhoid fever. 

Mortimer’s later Confederate service records perhaps bring the severity and accuracy of 
his medical discharge diagnosis into question. In the same month as his discharge he was 
actively involved in recruiting men and horses to join the newly formed Co. F of 1" Virginia 
Partisan Rangers. This regiment was the genesis of what by early 1863 would become the 
Northwestern Virginia Brigade commanded by General John D. IMBODEN. 

On March 27, 1862 the Virginia State Assembly passed the Partisan Ranger Act. Ranger 
companies were created to operate as small detached units behind enemy lines to recruit, forage 
for supplies and disrupt Union military operations. Rangers were mostly recruited from and 
conducted military missions in counties that are today West Virginia. These men felt an 
obligation to defend their families and farms from what they considered was an enemy invasion. 
Many soldiers sought transfers from the regular Confederate units to join IMBODEN’S 
Command. When requested transfers were denied many chose to desert. New recruits welcomed 
to IMBODEN’s new command were often deserters from regular units of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. Soldiers in these units frequently resisted military discipline and authority. 
Unauthorized absence without leave to visit families could later explained to commands as 
independent scouting missions. 

Mortimer was one of the most successful recruiters and organizers for IMBODEN’s 
Northwestern Brigade. He was appointed Lt. of Co. A, 18" Virginia, 5 September 1862. He then 
organized 2" Co. H of the recently created 62™ Virginia Mounted Infantry Regiment and was 
elected Captain of 2"! Co. H 4 April 1862. 

Newly elected Captain Mortimer JOHNSON’s 62" Virginia left their Camp Washington 
winter quarters 29 April 1863 moving west as part of the Jones-Imboden Raid into western 
Virginia (now West Virginia). The raid led by Brigs. Gens. John M. IMBODEN and William E. 
JONES (Grumble JONES), aimed at disrupting traffic on the vital Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
and reasserting Confederate authority in the western counties to derail the growing statehood 
movement. The raiders claimed success in damaging critical Union resources, capturing valuable 
supplies and gaining recruits. From a political standpoint however, the raid failed to disrupt the 
pro-statehood sentiment and West Virginia was admitted as the 35" state that June. The 62" 
Virginia was able to secure enough horses during the raid to become fully mounted. The 31-day 
raid into Union territory provided opportunities for Mortimer and others to visit with family and 
friends in Barbour County. 

In January 1863, General Imboden’s Northwestern Brigade had reorganized and joined 
the Army of Northern Virginia. The Brigade’s three units consisting of about 795 soldiers were 
the 18" Virginia Cavalry, commanded by Colonel George IMBODEN, the general’s brother; the 
62" Virginia Mounted Infantry led by Colonel George HUGH SMITH and Captain J.H. 
McCLANAHAN’s battery of horse artillery. 
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On 7 June 1863, General Lee ordered General IMBODEN’s Brigade to provide a cavalry 
screen to the west as the Army of Northern Virginia moved north through the Shenandoah 
Valley to Maryland and Pennsylvania and to forage for much needed supplies and livestock. 

The Northwestern Brigade did not participate in the actual fighting at Gettysburg. On 1 
July IMBODEN’s brigade was ordered by General Lee to relieve General George PICKETT’S 
division at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania as it began its’ fateful march to Gettysburg. The brigade 
was tasked with protecting the army’s reserve supply and ammunition trains in the rear. 

While Imboden’s regiments were not on the Gettysburg battlefield they were to play a 
major role in the sad aftermath. Following the failure of Pickett’s charge General Imboden was 
summoned to General Lee’s Headquarters late on the night of 3 July. The Northwestern Brigade 
was given the mission of escorting the 17-mile-long wagon train of Confederate wounded 
retreating to Virginia without stopping. One can imagine the terrible sights Mortimer witnessed 
on that journey. The incessant heavy rain, harassing Union Cavalry attacks on the wagon trains 
and the terrible suffering and misery of the wounded travelling south over rough roads in wagons 
without springs. 

Arriving at the Potomac River at Williamsport, Maryland, IMBODEN found the river 
crossings impassable due to recent rains. The Northwestern Brigade organized a successful 
defense that held off Union Cavalry until the arrival of the rest of the Army of Northern Virginia. 
The heavy fighting by the 62™ Virginia on 6 July to hold the defensive perimeter east of 
Williamsport was the most intense day of combat Captain JOHNSON would experience. His 
regiment lost over 80 men, killed or wounded on that day. On 8 July his regiment was finally 
ferried across the Potomac and was then assigned to escort over 4000 Union prisoners captured 
during the Gettysburg campaign. 

Mortimer’s Confederate service records for 1863 show he was frequently on dangerous 
detached duty in western Virginia recruiting men and horses while enjoying family visits. Union 
Home Guard units were aware of his activities. In the publication, “A Soldier from Valley 
Furnace’ by Al Kindberg, Captain John Riley PHILLIPS (officer commanding Co. K, 31* 
Virginia Infantry), a friend and cousin of Mortimer Johnson with knowledge of his detached duty 
missions, writes in his diary, 

“T suppose my old friend, Mortimer C. Johnson is safe at home. I expect he is seated in 
his own quiet parlor surrounded by his dear wife and infant family. Perhaps there are others 
there listening to some story he is telling. How I wish I could slip quietly unnoticed and take a 
back seat and watch that happy family.” 

In the 1894 issue of the ‘Confederate Veteran’ in an article entitled ‘Scouting in West 
Virginia’, James McCANN, describes an encounter with Mortimer JOHNSON. He wrote, 

“Accompanied by two other scouts I crossed the mountains in the winter of 1863. The 
snow was two feet deep and we had struggled through it all day long and it was ten o'clock at 
night before we saw the welcome light from the cabin window where we had rested on previous 
journeys. Slipping quietly up to the window and looking into the room, we saw a dozen men lying 
before the fire, apparently sound asleep. Thrown over them were blankets, on which the letters 
“U.S.” were plainly visible. In the corner of the cabin stood their rifles, leaning against the wall. 
They were four to one; but we were quite worn out with marching and the next house where we 
could stop safely was ten miles away, and the snow was deep and drifting. After brief 
consultations, we threw open the door, and with cocked rifles dashed between them and their 
guns. Demanding their surrender, one of them turned lazily over, slowly raised his head and 
seeing me, exclaimed “What the devil’s the matter with you Jin? Do you suppose that any, but 
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Confederates would be out in such a storm?” He was Mortimer Johnson, one of our most 
successful scouts, coming through the lines with a party of recruits. Poor fellow! He was shot 
dead by the Federals on his next trip over the mountains.” 

While on detached duty Captain Mortimer C. Johnson was ambushed and killed by 
Union Home Guards at the ‘Sinks of Gandy’, Randolph County on the night of 6 December 
1863. Mortimer and one other Confederate were killed, and Lorenzo ADAMS was severely 
wounded but survived his wounds. Regimental records for the Virginia 62"' Mounted Infantry 
show that Edward BELL, Abraham CLEVENGER, David CLEVENGER, Abraham HALL, 
Henson YOKE, Daniel REED, and Peter T. REED were captured at the Sinks of Gandy that 
same night. These captured soldiers were sent to the Camp Chase, Union prison camp in 
Columbus, Ohio. The Union Home Guard unit that ambushed Mortimer’s party was likely ‘The 
Swamp Dragons’ commanded by Captain LAMBERT. 

Mortimer’s body was brought back to Meadowville where he was buried near the grave 
of his mother in Little Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery. His wife Rebecca lived out her days in 
Barbour County until her death in 1926. She is buried next to Mortimer. 

William M. JOHNSON, (father of Mortimer) born 25 February 1810, died 2 February 
1893 in Barbour County, and is buried Little Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery. (G.S. record). 
William participated in the Battle of Laurel Hill before becoming a refugee in Monterey, 
Virginia for the duration of the Civil War. He was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in 
1860 and retained his seat in Richmond throughout the war. William returned to Meadowville 
after the war and married Catherine (STRICKLER) CRIM 1 May 1896 (the widow of Michael 
CRIM). In William’s May 1872 Will he bequeathed twenty dollars each to Augusta Elizabeth & 
Octavia Belle JOHNSON, the daughters of his son Mortimer. 

Brothers of Mortimer JOHNSON: 

e Isaac VANDEVENTER JOHNSON born 15 November 1837. Isaac was a prominent 

citizen who served the Barbour County Circuit Court before the Civil War. Elected 2" 

Lt-1* Lt. Co. H 31“ Virginia Infantry, Isaac was badly wounded in the thigh at the Battle 

of Allegheny Mountain 13 December 1861. Due to his wound disability he transferred to 

the Confederate Quartermaster Dept. for the duration of the war. Isaac was elected Clerk 
of the Barbour County Circuit Court in 1872 and was elected West Virginia State Auditor 
in 1892. He married first, 24 December 1874 to Fanny LINK, with whom he had three 
daughters. Fanny died 25 August 1891. He then married Fanny KEMPER 20 September 

1893. Isaac died 13 May 1916, at Shepherdstown, Jefferson County, West Virginia and is 

buried in the Masonic Cemetery, Philippi, West Virginia 

e Thomas BENTON JOHNSON born Barbour County 1838. He deserted Co. H, 31“ 

Virginia Infantry, 15 November 1861 and returned to Meadowville. He was arrested by 

Union forces 25 November 1861 and imprisoned at Camp Chase POW camp, Columbus, 

Ohio. Thomas was paroled for POW exchange from Camp Chase 25 August 1862, 

travelling to Cairo, Illinois by rail and then by paddle steamer to Vicksburg, Mississippi 

where he was exchanged aboard the steamer John H. Done, 11 September 1862. He 
returned to the 31° Virginia at White Post, Virginia by 18 November 1862, where he was 

given a medical discharge for typhoid fever. Thomas was again arrested 3 January 1863 

in Randolph County, West Virginia by Co. A 1** West Virginia Cavalry (Union). Post 

war records indicate Thomas either died in a Union prison or while boarding a moving 
train. That Thomas is buried in Bluemont Cemetery, Grafton, West Virginia suggests that 
his place of death was probably not a Union prison. 
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e Joseph LINDEN JOHNSON born Meadowville 2 December 1846. He enlisted as a 
private and drummer, Co. E 62™ Virginia Mounted Infantry and was later promoted and 
served on the staff of General John D. IMBODEN. Joseph surrendered to Union forces 
11 May 1865 at Beverly, Randolph County and was paroled 17 May 1865 at Clarksburg, 
West Virginia. He returned to Meadowville as a farmer and merchant. Joseph married 
Rebecca, daughter of Michael & Catherine (STRICKLER) CRIM. The couple had six 
children. Joseph died 11 November 1923 and is buried in the Central Chapel United 
Methodist Church Cemetery, Belington, Barbour County, West Virginia. (G.R. record). 
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After a continuing 20 year plus quest to solve 'The Mystery of Jacob S. Bennett', (HCPD Volume 
23 # 3) | have only gathered a few minor clues not yet on the level of being fit for publication. 
HCPD will be one of the very first to know in the unlikely chance of 'mystery solved’. 


However, for your HCPD consideration, | have an extensive collection of background and 
related research information from my research and quest to find Jacob S. Bennett. This 
research is professionally printed and enclosed in two booklets of about 50 pages under plastic 
covers and binding. 


The first larger volume mostly concerns my research for the HCPD journal article, and the 
second explores the Gettysburg campaign where suspect Jacob was present. This, however, is 
not proved. Please let me know if this research material is something HCPD wishes to include in 
their archives, and | will forward it. 


| am presently attempting to write an article on the life and Confederate service of Captain 
MORTIMER C JOHNSON of Barbour County, which if completed | will submit to HCPD for 
possible publication. 


The Hacker's Creek Journal (Vol XXV Issue 1 2006-2007) also published my article, 'Men in Gray: 
Confederate Soldiers of Central WV', which might be a contribution to your HCPD Civil War 
Veterans section. 


| mentioned my second article "Men in Gray." | am related to all the soldiers mentioned in the 
article. When | first began my research, | wondered whom | could be related to in central West 
Virginia. After all these years, | now find the problem is who am | not related to? 


| have also attached two photos of Lt. Louis Bennett Jr. of Lewis County, who died of his wounds 
as a pilot officer with the RAF in August 1918. His determined mother arranged for his body to 
be stolen from his UK War Graves site and returned to Lewis County. His mother was a 
determined sort, perhaps explained by her being related to the determined General Stonewall 
Jackson. She arranged for a stained-glass window in Westminster Abbey dedicated to Louis's 
memory. 


Best Wishes to WV from Ralph Bennett 


West Virginia & Regional History Collection 
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A Brief History of Jackson’s Store and the 
Jackson Memorial Community 
Association 


By William C. White, | 


in 1837, Stephen P Jackson founded a general store on the east side of US Route 19 in 
Jane Lew, WV. He named the store Jackson's Store. Stephen's oldest son, Blackwell 
Jackson, age 14, started working in the store when it opened. Blackwell was soon 
managing the store. Blackwell's brother, James W Jackson, started working in the store 
in 1847 when he was 14. Later Stephen P, bought the Powers and Hawks store near 
the old brick plant. When Stephen P died in 1849 and James W and his brother, 
Blackwell, took over the business. 


In 1875, the brothers decided to build a new building across US Route 19 which is the 
present older south side of the Jane Lew Community Center. The carpenter who 
contracted to erect the new building was Turner Davis who agreed to do the work for 
$2.50 a day or $2.00 a day with board. The brick was made from clay that came from 
near the old Jane Lew railroad underpass by George Oliver. The beautiful handmade 
curving stairway that was placed in the rear of the building cost $50.00. The second 
floor showcased fine clothing and shoes, while the downstairs area emphasized the 
wide array of canned meat, fish, and other food. The store also purchased pelts and 
other trade goods. 


While the construction on the new store was underway in early 1876, James W took his 
wife and four sons on a trip to Roanoke, VA to visit relatives there. The four sons were 
John Goodloe Jackson; Robert Edward Jackson; William Addison Jackson, my 
Grandfather; and Minter Earle Jackson. All four of the boys would be involved in 
Jackson Store later in its history. It was a long journey to Roanoke in those days, taking 
ten days to make the trip. James W and the two older sons rode horse back and his 
wife, Sarah, and the two younger boys rode in a buckboard. They visited for ten days 
and the return trip took ten days. They took a pack of dogs with them, some potatoes, 
other vegetables, and flour. They used the dogs to hunt for game meat. They traveled 
directly east through what is now Keyser to the Shenandoah Valley and then south to 
Roanoke; there were no passable roads directly south-east. They stayed one night at 
an inn near Grafton. At that time, most inns had only two rooms. One was for room for 
the men and the other was for the women. Each room had only one bed which 
everyone had to share. They left the inn with a case of bed bugs. Sarah stated that 
they were not staying in any more inns so they camped out the rest of the trip. 
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Upon their return, the new store was substantially completed. 


Blackwell died in 1879. James W and his oldest son, John G formed a partnership and 
continued to run the store for nearly forty years. James W retired and sold his half of 
the business to Ed Dyer of Pendleton County. John G and Dyer ran the store together 
for a few years and then John G bought out Dyers interest in the store. 


Jackson Store placed an ad in the Weston Democrat in 1893 that stated they bought 
“Gin Seng, Wool, Furs, Beef Hides, Sheep Pelts, Fruits, Vegetables and all kinds of 
Country Produce.” The ad also stated: “We keep in stock the following well known 
brands of Valley Virginia Flour: Goodloe’s Best Family, Earle’s Choice Family, Rollin’s 
Choice Family; and Frank’s Best Family. Bran and Mill Feed Handled in Car Load 
Lots.” The store was the agent for the: “Celebrated Turnbull Farm Wagon” and the 
“Deering Mowing Machine”. “Prompt attention given to special orders on all goods not 
kept in stock” was the final line on the advertisement. 


Business was good enough that in about 1911, an addition was built on the north side of 
the existing structure. This addition is the current right side of the Jane Lew Community 
Center. Like the old portion of the building, this addition was made of brick and on the 
first floor sported a beautiful tin ceiling. The second floor allowed the display of many 
more clothing items and expanding the store’s ability to display a wide variety of 
products they handled. 


In 1914, store was sold to the Jackson Store Company of which William A. “Bark” 
Jackson was the president. His brothers, Robert E Jackson and Minter Earle Jackson 
ran the store. Later they employed Pete Barbe as an employee. 


Robert died in 1949. Minter and Pete continued to run the store until 1955. At this point 
Minter was 85 and William was 89. After 118 years in business, Jackson Store was 
sold to Joseph B. Lightburn, Sr. 


In 1959 Joseph Lightburn, Sr and his Son, Joseph B Lightburn, Jr. built a new building 
which now houses the Jane Lew VFW. The Lightburns were in business from 1955 
until 2006. 


in 1959, the Jackson family sold the building to a group of individuals in Jane Lew who 
formed the Jackson Memorial Community Association which runs the Jane Lew 
Community Center. The grand opening of the Community Center in 1960 was marked 
with a gala celebration. Speakers included the mayor of Jane Lew, Rufus Taylor; 
Senator R. J. Vassar; Prosecuting Attorney W. L. Fury; Delegate Louis Craig; Robert 
Goe and others. Mrs. Victor Hardman was the publicity chairman for the project. 
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The Jackson Memorial Community Association is one of the oldest 501(c)3 non-profits 
in the area and continues to be a vital part of the community to this day. The 
Community Center is used by many in the area for birthday parties, anniversaries, 
reunions and other special occasions. The old stairway makes a beautiful location for 
wedding photos. The AA meets weekly and the girl scouts use the second floor of the 
newer building. Senior Bingo meets three days a week and the Jane Lew Lions Club 
stores some of their supplies in the back storage area. The Lions also use it for special 
meetings and dinners, as do various businesses for training and special events. Lewis 
County First uses the second floor in the old part for storage of their Little Free Library 
books. 


Bill White, the author of this article, is the grandson of William A. “Bark” Jackson. Mr. 
Jackson was one of the last owners of Jackson Store. Bill grew up living in the same 
household as Mr. Jackson and the portion of this article recounting the trip to Roanoke 
was told to him by Mr. Jackson. 


William C. White is a lifetime member of HCPD 
HCPD has the old store acct. books, donated by Mr. White 
Next page has pictures of the building, store acct. book and plaque 
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STONEWALL JACKSON 


A Reminiscence of his Boyhood Told by 
Uncle Preston Pugh. 


Correspondence Louisville Courier Journal. 


When in Washington a short time 
back I became acquainted with a 
gentleman named Preston Pugh, of West 
Virginia, who was a State Senator of the 
Old Dominion, and Sheriff and deputy 
sheriff of Gilmer county for over ten 
years. He narrated an incident of the 
Confederate hero, which has never been 
published. He tells that Thomas J. 
Jackson and his brother, Edward, were 
raised in Lewis county, Va., by an uncle 
named Cumming Jackson, who was a 
wild, sporting character. From Tom's 
earliest youth he was looked upon as a 
steady boy and a Christian. Cumming 
Jackson had a grist and a saw mill on 
the West fork river, three miles from 
Weston, in the present West Virginia. 
When about twelve years of age, TJ. 
Jackson and his brother Edward left 
home and went to the Ohio river, where 
they worked all winter for a lumberman, 
chopping wood and loading a flatboat. 
When young Stonewall and his brother 
asked for their pay in the spring, the 
lumberman pitched into them with a 
stick and gave them a thrashing. They 
then started for home on foot with their 
little bundles of clothing on a stick over 
their shoulders, and when about twenty- 
five miles from their destination stopped 
at Alex McQuain's place, on Coon creek, 
in Gilmer (then Lewis) county. Here Ed 
Jackson was taken sick with typhoid 
fever and young Stonewall went on 
home. When his uncle, Cumming 
Jackson, saw him he was greatly 


surprised and asked him where he had 
been. He told his story and then his 
uncle asked him what he had in his 
bundle. He replied: "My clothes." His 
uncle made him open them out and the 
old things were not worth twenty-five 
cents; so Cummings made him throw 
them away, as he was getting angry 
thinking of the way the lumberman had 
treated the boys. He swore terribly and 
vowed that he would whip that 
lumberman if it took all his life. Young 
Stonewall told of Ed being sick, but 
Cumming said no one could care for him 
better than Mrs. McQuain. Cumming 
took his gun and started for the 
lumberman, stopping to see the sick 
Edward on his way, but when he reached 
the Ohio river the lumberman was gone. 


Young Stonewall went on working for 
his uncle, and before he was eighteen 
years of age was made constable of the 
County Court, he being a steady young 
man of coolness, judgment, and nerve, 
and able to act up to his office even in 
that wild, rough region. Soon afterward 
Samuel L. Hays, then a member of 
Congress, stopped a Cumming Jackson's, 
and told them that he had the 
appointment of a cadet at West Point, 
and was going to send Gib Butcher, a 
young clerk in the County Court of Lewis 
county. He went on the next day and 
offered the appointment to Gib Butcher, 
but he declined it. When young 
Stonewall heard of it he requested his 
Uncle Cumming to write to Mr. Hays 
and obtain the appointment for him. 
Cumming laughed, and objected on 
account of young Stonewall's lack of 
education; but the youth informed him 
that had had been studying constantly at 
night and at other times, and, if he had a 
little time to prepare for the 
examination, was certain he would pass. 
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He was subsequently appointed, passed 
a satisfactory examination, became a 
cadet, and entered the army. 


The above-mentioned McQuain's were 
Alexander McQuain JdJr., and wife 
Elizabeth Skidmore Scott McQuain. 


This McQuain family along with 
hundreds of other McQuains are 
descendants of Revolutionary War 
Patriot Alexander McQuain c.1756-c1825 
and Mary Bodkin McQuain c.1766- 
c.1808. Alexander and Mary are buried 
on their homeplace in unmarked graves 
on Botkin Ridge near’ Franklin, 
Pendleton County, WV. 


Submitted by long time member Phil Ward. 
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Jo 
Gilmer Now Claims 32 


The Teachin 


oer {TO a 


m) 


gest Family: 


By ROBERT E. REED* 
Superintendent 
Gilmer County Schools 


Somerme aco I read an 
article in the School Journal entitled, 
“Upshur Claims the Teachingest 
Family.” Concluding the article the 
author challenged any family or any 
county to “top” Upshur’s Westfall 
family in teaching. 

True, it is a record of which any 
family, or county, should be proud. 
Yet, Gilmer County thinks it has a 
teaching family as great in number, 
und as dedicated, as any county in 
the state. 

See if you don’t agree! 


Gilmer’s Teachingest Family 
Solomon Mick, the father and 
Q grandfather of this teachingest fam- 
P ily, was also born and reared in Up- 
¥ shur County on Turkey Run near 


~ 

> Buckhannon, Although there were 
Uy no free schools at that time in west- 
Sern Virginia, Solomon's parents sent 
= him to “pay schools” until he was 
3 _ fairly well versed in the “3 R's.” At 
¥ thé age of twenty he enlisted in the 


service of his country and served more 
than three years in the Civil War. A 
few years after the close of the war. 
Solomon Mick with his wile, the for- 
mer Mary E. Lawman, and his five 
children moved to the wilderness of 
Rocky Fork Greek, Gilmer County. 
about one and one-half miles west of 
the junction of the three counties: 
Lewis, Braxton and Gilmer. 


"NOTE: The information for the above ar- 
ticle was i - 


ecired teacher from Gilmer 


* April, 1963 


Through the medium of education, 
religion and civic activities the Mick 
family made its greatest contribution 
to the well being of our social struc- 
ture. 

Arriving on Rocky Fork about 1868, 
Solomon Mick, the fourth settler in 
this wilderness, had an all time job, 
clearing the land, tilling the soil, and 
building a home for his family, yer, 
he took time to teach his older chil- 
dren what he had been taught in 
school. 

His family grew so rapidly in num- 
bers as well as in size, that he soon 
found he no longer could sufficiently 
take care of educating them and ade- 
quately support them, too. Since the 
other pioneer settlers had large fam- 
ilies, they and Mr. Mick met anc dis- 


Seiomon Mick, head of the Mick clan, 
Gilmer County's “Teachingest family.” 


cussed their mutual problems, decid- 
ing they must have roads, a school and 
a church. 

Each settler gave land and made a 
road through his farm until a public 
road extended from head to mouth 
of Rocky Fork Creek, about four and 
one-half miles. wes 

Solomon Mick gave a school lot 
and a church lot, besides a great ma- 
jority of the building material and 
required cash. The community con- 
structed both buildings. 

The Board of Education in Glen- 
ville District, Gilmer County, fur- 
nished a teacher for this Rocky Fork 
school for the three winter months 
each year. 

(Please turn to page 24) 


Family reunion at the old homestead of Solomon Mick taken about 193° 
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THE TEACHINGEST FAMILY 
(Continued from page 9) 


It is amazing how the community 


and school grew und prospered. There 
is a picture in the Mick family of that 
school taken in 1898. Lafayette Mick 
was the teacher and the school had 
an enrollment of G+. A great majority 
of the teachers of this Rocky Fork 
school were furnished by the families 
of the community. Three children 
and two grandchildren of Solomon 
Mick taught there approximately 40 
years. For many yeurs this school was 
known as the banner school of Gil- 
mer County for the production of 
teachers. 


There were fourteen grown chil- 
dren in Solomon Mick’s family, five 
boys and nine girls. Twelve children 
of this family either became teachers 
or furnished from one to five, or more, 
teachers from his or her family. Laf- 
ayette Mick, the eldest son, practical- 
ly spent his entire life in teaching. He 
taught more than 50 schools in Gil- 
mer, Lewis and Braxton counties, His 
two children, James L. of Washing- 
ton, D. C. and Mrs. George L. (Rena) 
Cutlip, of Salem, taught several years 
in Braxton County. 


o 


pegs 

L. D. Mick, second son, taught 
about 15 years before retiring to the 
furm and entering politics in Lewis 
County. L. D.'s three children’ were 
all teachers: J. Earle Mick, now of 
Los Angeles, California, taught sev- 
eral years in. West Virginia and in 
some of the western states. Clyde 
Mick, second son of L. D.’s chose the 
teaching profession before engaging 
in his present occupation; Miss Gol- 
die Mick has taught piano and: vocal 


music for several years in Weston.- 


Clyde's two daughters, with their hus- 
hands, are at present teaching in Ohio. 
Four children of the third son, W. 


C. Mick, Waker, Oscar, Roy and Viva: 


Mick Pratt were teachers. Three sons 
of Walter Mick engaged in the teach- 
ing profession: Wayne taught in 
Braxton County; Leland now in a 
college in Washington State; and Ker- 
mit at present teaching in high school 
in Virginia. 

In the family of Charles E. Mick, 
fourth son, there were five children: 
Ruel, Clive, Eva, Claude, and Charles 
E., Jr. All chose and prepared for the 
teaching profession. Some taught 
several years before engaging in other 
activities. 

R. CG. Mick, youngest son, taught 
Roscee 


Plan Now to Attend Summer School at 
MORRIS HARVEY -COLLEGE 


If you plan to upgrade or renew your teaching 
certificate this year, you will find courses to meet 
State and graduation requirements at Morris _ 
Harvey College. Two summer sessions have been 


week, 


contact: 


Registrar 


planned so that you may earn 12 semester credit 
hours in eleven weeks: 


June 10-July 19 


Classes during the first session are given Mon- 
day through Thursday with evening classes meet- 
ing two or three times a week. During the second 
session classes are held Monday through Friday, 
while evening classes meet three or four times a 


Registration is on June 10 and 11 for the-first 
term, and registration for the second term should 
be completed prior to July 24. Summer com- 
mencement is scheduled August 23. 


Tuition cost for the summer sessions is $15 
for each semester hour carried. R 
able in men’s and women’s residence halls. 


For a class schedule and further information, 


Morris Harvey College 
Charleston 4, W, Va. 


school for several years before engag- 
ing in another line of endeavor. R. 
C.’s daughter, Mrs. Lois Frye, is at 
present a member of the Ronceverte 
High School faculty. 

Mrs. Eva Mick Cox practically spent 

her entire life span in the teaching 
profession. She taught abour 45 
yenrs. : 
Mrs. Lura Mick Van Horn taught 
in. Braxton County. In her family 
there were two children who engaged 
in school work, Mrs. Emogene Mc- 
Clain, Steubenville, Ohio, now “Of 
Melbourne, Florida, and Walter E. 
Van Horn; Jr. is ut present in Flo- 
rida, a member-of Miami Beach High 
School faculty. , 

Mrs. Vesta Mick Wyant, youngest 
daughter of Solomon Mick, taught 31 
years in West Virginia, at Elkins, Wes- 
ton, and-in Gilmer County. She 
also taught five years in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Vesta's son, Guy Wyant, 
Jr. taught school before engaging in 
another line of endeavor. 

In Sarah . Mick Heater's family 
there were four children who taught; 
Claude L. Heater, Mrs. Mae Single- 
ton, Mrs. EHa Allen, and Mrs. Char- 
lotte Barker. Claude, who taught 43 
years, was for several years principal 


July 22-August 23 


coms are avail- 


West Vircinta ScHOOL Torrnar 
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of the Gassaway selants. Chiude's 
duughier, Mrs” Pauline Thestrras, 
fwught several Yeirs, then went back 
io college, and is now cugaged in 
texching new Charleston, € ‘hartotte’s 
chinghter, Mas. Beatrice Hainilion, 
taught several years in Gilmer Gaun- 
ty and is at present teaching in Ohio, 
Faur guandsens of Charlane ave at 
present testehings Ronnie and Cur 
Peters, Boh in Marylantly gud Denzil 
wd Larry Barker in Virginia and 
Maryland, respectively. Elarry Heat 
eh gviathon of Sarnh Mick Heater, 
is teaching in 9 high schon! in Go 
hanhas, Ohin, 

Mrs, Dora Gos, second daughter of 
Solomon Mick, had uve children; 
Roseoe antl fenie Gos, who teghi 
swhuul belore Chaaging in ober ac 
tivities, — Rascau’s daughter, Dana, 
tanght ia Marion County aud is at 
PYSENT leaching in New Jersey. 

Mfrs. Nora Mick Wyanr's diughier, 
Mrs. Gliudia Wy Gr ynolds, his 
tugh for sever vives ind is an pres 
ene teaching at Sand Fork, Gilmer 
County, 

Th Mus, Iris Mick Miller's family 
here were five children, all chose the 
tciching profession.  Mys, Garner 
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April, 1963 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


Don’t be fouled by the name “Institute of 
Technology.” West Virginia Tech is a co- 
educational college and young ladies are en- 
couraged to attend. Tech has several programs 
of interest io women, including teacher adu- 
cation, general studies and Secretarial science. 
Our woman‘s dormitory, opened in 196i, 
houses 112 students and is one of the most 
modern in the state. For more inforrnation, 
write Mrs. Annie. Castle, Director of 


“West Virginia fastiture of Teeknology 
Montgomery, W.Va. 


FAUADNNGOLOMM REND rie UE Yee HOdnonOnaAURRONANeb EY 


Miller Shontdis copii in Lewis 
Ceumiys Mos, MiHe AlHer Groyne}ils 
wnght in Gilmer County; Aliie’s son, 
Jack. is at teacher in Akron, Ohio. 
Mes. Mary Miller Vass has for sev 
erat sears eon a meniber of me Keck. 
ley Efigh School faculty. Mary's son. 
Lewis Vis taught in Orlando, Flo- 


rl Mos. Hazel Miller Boilen fuel 
for 30 yeurs in Gilmer County. War- 


ven G, Miller, Jr uuaght several yours 
in West Virginia nd Ohio bufore on- 
giging in another Jing of endeayar. 
Wiartran's wo suns, Jou, is ivtructor 
and coach in U. & Mavines, San Di- 
ego, California, ane James is teacher 
and coach in high scheol, Gadwell, 
Ohia, 

There werg 24 members of the Sol- 
smion Mick fanily whe married 
sthoal wachers, “Phat number, (24) 
plus the 0 tenchers, direct descend: 
ants af Solamon Mick, anthes at grand 
foul nf To weachers in “Gilmer’s 
Yeachingest Fusmily.” 

‘Avery great majority of this Sol- 
omon Mich teaching family either ar 
tended oor finisiacl Glumnville Suee 
Normal, Glenville Sime Teacher's 
College, West Virginian Wesleyan Col- 
lege, West Virginia University, or 


VNTR ERAN Ee ONE He een men IE eH UE een, 


WHEELING 


Wat bevemasss 2c toeragu ee pen ease ent 
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How-aAn Overhead Projveter 
dn Every Clacsroom ... Every 
Training Resm! From 3M ro- 
SHH) galsciae Iatored to 


Maha Overtvad Fersfoetion 
Transpsrensiss With Eass, You 
can mmeake transparencies for 
Ine Model 66 tor any projec. 
yor) in seceats fcr pennies on 
a Maida “Thermo-Fas 


THERMO-FAX SALES INCORPORATED 


Veneer EEE PRU tre perwen arse 


other inwtivitions of Nigher lesrseiays, 
preparing: thamselves for better iench. 
ing. 

There are at present many grad: 
children and greatarrandchildren jn 
sthooks, colinges an waiversicies pre 
paring to carry on the family tradi. 
tion. 

his family has always been known 
for its deep and abiding faith, its 
soug religions convictions: its ardent 
“eppert, capoibutions and activities 
in chareh work, yet there are few or. 
Gabel winisters of uae gespel in the 
family. “THEY WERE JUST Too 
BUSY TEACHING! 

ener 

A Fur Cry 
B@oAMrs. Lois Fry ses ently asked her 
Greenbrier High Sehool Latin class 
what a Suatlivarias is. After a Jong 
}atee cite audene suid, “He's a fiddle.” 

“You're on the right wack,” said 
Mrs. Fry, “but it’s a fur cry from a 
felie” Then she went on io ex. 
plain. 

Taner she asked che question on an 
examination iad ene student answer- 
ed, “A Sundivarius is a far ery from 
a fille.” 


~Roneeverie News 


From 3M Company 


YT RERMO-FAK" 
OVERHEAD PROJECTOR 


Priced at $159.03 in single units 
er ar iow as $135.15 in Quantity purchase 


ra 
Ge y 


won 


HUNTINGTON 
CHARLES TS 


35 


65 


APR 


67 


68 


Is It Any Wonder, Then? 
By 
Alta Merle Williams 


As a child, I loved to visit my maternal grandparents. My father’s parents died before I 
was born. My grandfather was a stern, quiet man, with a long white beard. He was a 
shoemaker. To watch him work was fun, but if one of us got out of line, he picked up a long 
piece of leather and walloped the erring one. My grandmother was a small, very gentle and 
loveable woman. The cookie jar was always full and available. Their two-story house was 
quaint; I loved the old furniture, especially a beautiful red velvet love seat with chairs to match, 
and a china cabinet filled with gorgeous hand-painted china. 

On one visit, I recall, when my brother was five and I was three, we were playing in the 
wood yard. A cousin lived down the road within calling distance. My brother said, “Alta, call 
Vera to come and play with us.” I climbed upon the fence and called her. He said, “What said 
her Alta—did her said her would?” 

In 1899, my parents moved to a farm in Gilmer County, West Virginia, where I spent my 
early years. Our farm was a mile off the main highway with a narrow road winding up a steep 
hill. At the top of the hill the ground was level like a mesa. The house, outbuildings, garden, 
and big apple orchard perched here. Leaving this level strip of land, we could go over the hill to 
another highway. In 1902, my father built a new house. Three years ago, when I visited in West 
Virginia, my two sisters and I visited our old home place. The 1902 house is there and well- 
preserved. The man living on the farm now is the second owner, I learned, and lived there sixty 
years of his 98 years. 

The next fall after the move to Gilmer County, my six-year-old brother started to school. 
As I cried to go with him, my mother let me go. I’m sure she thought one day would be enough. 
It was not so. At the age of four, my formal education began in a one-room log building. In 
about a year, we progressed to a new, frame, one-room schoolhouse. We were taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, often taught to the “tune of a hickory stick.” I loved school and most of 
my teachers. 

West Virginia has always been a two-party state. During election years, we often had 
long debates, Republicans versus Democrats. They were pretty serious at times---also fun. 

In our school, the girls sat on one side of the room, the boys on the other, but it didn’t 
keep the notes from passing around the room. When the snow was very deep, my father, 
wearing high topped boots, shovel in hand, made a path for us. After school, there were cows to 
milk, hogs and chickens to feed and other chores as I was the oldest girl, my work was helping in 
the house, cooking, washing dishes, and caring for the younger children. 

We raised most of our food, vegetables in the garden, and berries grew wild on the 
hillsides. Our cellar was always full of canned goods. My father, a stone mason, built the cellar 
by digging back into the hill. The walls were of quarried stone, the floor concrete. On one side 
of the cellar was a shallow hole with running water, where big crocks of milk and butter were 
kept. The cellar was very cool in summer and warm in winter. Apples, potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
cabbage, and other vegetables were stored in bins around the wall. These vegetables lasted until 
a new crop was raised the new year, with always plenty of food for our family and unexpected 
guests. 
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Our life was not all work and no play. We had a happy, Christian home, and loving 
parents. In the summer, we went to church and Sunday school in a surrey pulled by two 
beautiful horses. In the winter, when the ground was covered by ice and snow, we rode in a sled, 
with straw and tucked in warmly with heavy blankets. Sunday afternoons we’d go into the 
parlor and play the organ and sing hymns. We were not allowed to go into the parlor except on 
special occasions. I remember the beautiful wallpaper and the floral carpet. The carpets in the 
other rooms were hand-woven by a neighbor. It was fascinating to watch her weave yards and 
yards of carpet. 

We played softball, hide-and-seek, drop the handkerchief, and other games of that era. 
We also had taffy-pulling parties, made popcorn balls, played dominoes and flinch. Christmases 
were jolly times. The boys cut a beautiful pine tree, so big it would almost reach the ceiling and 
the trimming were handmade. We would always hang our stockings on the mantel for good old 
Saint Nick. 

One interesting custom was—the creeks would be frozen solidly about twelve inches 
thick, and the men would cut the ice in large blocks and store it in sawdust for summer time 
refreshments. We had no ice cream freezers, so we would mix the ingredients for ice cream in a 
gallon bucket, put the bucket in a large pan of chopped ice, turn the bucket around and around by 
hand until the mixture was frozen. Yum, yum, very good! 

In 1909, when Haley’s comet was supposed to appear, the young people in our 
neighborhood gathered on top of the hill to watch for the comet, night after night, but I cannot 
remember seeing it. 

I think I can describe my childhood days best by quoting a verse from the West Virginia 
State song, “The West Virginia Hills:” 

“Oh, the West Virginia hills 

Where my girlhood hours were past 
Where I often wandered lonely 
And the future tried to cast. 


Many were my visions bright 
Which the future ne’er fulfills 

But how sunny were my daydreams 
On the West Virginia Hills!” 


Is it any wonder, then, that my heart with rapture thrills 
when I think about my childhood on the West Virginia hills? 


Note: Alta was born April 15, 1896, in Big Isaac, Doddridge 
County, WV. She was the daughter of Wirt B. Courtney (son 
of John Courtney and Mary Elizabeth Queen), and Frances 
Jane Romine (daughter of John Calvin Romine and Amanda 
Corder). She married Grover C. Williams on March 17, 1916 
in Clarksburg, WV. Grover was the son of James E. Williams 
and Ora Ethel McIntire. Alta passed from this life in 1983. 
Article submitted by new member Ann Beer, Herndon, VA 
Queries and Questions 
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*Please send all queries or questions to Patty at hcpd@hackerscreek.com If you send an email, I 
will print and save, and if you call, the info will be recorded and saved. A file will be made. 
Thanks! 


# 1—Seeking information on the parents or relatives of Levi FARNSWORTH, b. about mid- 
1790s, place unknown. His family is the only family of that name and various other spellings in 
early 1800 censuses of Bath and Pocahontas counties. He married Sarah LAMB, March 1816 in 
Bath County, VA (later Pocahontas). I believe he may be related to the Farsnworths of 
Lewis/Upshur Counties. 


Levi’s children were Alexander (b.1820, md Mary Ann Johnson), William (b. 1822, d. bef 1880. 
md Rachel Belt), Martha (b. abt 1825, md James Smith), Isaac (b. abt 1828 d. 185a), Mary Jane 
(b. abt 1830), Philander (b abt 1832. Md Sarah Pringle) 


If you have any info, contact Linn Baiker at licajsin8 @ gmail.com 


#2—Because we believe that we possess the only two known pews from the now dismantled 
LAUREL LICK CHURCH (near Berlin, Lewis County)—and were the last couple married 
there—we had them refinished recently, and I am searching for other pertinent facts or stories or 
old family letters regarding the beginning and life of that church. We know about it being built 
from 2 poplar trees; the pews from one polar tree; that services were held somewhere c. 1838; 
that the actual church was built in 1869 and merged with the Berlin church in 1970. 


What is known about its earlier attempts to have local services? 


What is known about LAUREL LICK SCHOOL? Does anyone have pictures of it? When it was 
begun? Did it exist in more than one location? 


If you have info, contact Bill Henderson at JWHHSHWEST @msn.com 


Note: In Journal 37, Issue 1. DNA to Break down Brick Walls, the contact info 
was missing. Contact: Brandy Halman-Rittenour, 507 Howard Ave., Akron, OH 
44312 (330 -247-8774) bt111@aol.com 


HACKER’S CREEK PIONEER DESCENDANTS 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Bertha Allman Melinda Larson 

Jim Bartlett Sarah Lavorgna 

Karen Billey Dr. Patricia Mace-Leonard & 

Blass, Barbara Cordell L.Leonard 

David Boggs Miriam Looker 

Dr. Daniel & Mary E.C. Flesher John & Barbara McCoy 
Bolovan William J. Mckinney, Sr. 

Julia Elizabeth Stalnaker Bragg Ellie McClain Maroon 

Joyce K. Brannon David N. Matthews, D.D.S., M.S. 

Audrey A. Mick Brown Joy Strader Mealey 

Charles Carder Kelli Dawn Merk 

Karen Cartwright Linda B. Meyers 

Joyce Chambers Jean Moffitt 

Rebecca Choco Sue Miles, PHD 

Russell & Myrna Clark Arch Nissel 

Jerry Coffman Barbara Palmer 

James & Dorothy Collins Joan Peters 

Ronald Cooper Gayle Peterson 

Ronna Cunningham Carol Powell 

Irma Curtis Ann Bleigh Powers 

Lois Curry Clarence |. & Lois Bartlett Price 

Docksteader, Karen Kemp Marjorie Price 

Gene Edwards Ardell Ratliff 

James & Mary Alice Egan Beecher & Betty Rhoades 

Lynn Firebaugh Dennis Rodgers 

Ada Lee Fitz Charles Roe 

Eva J. Gaines Joe & Erseline Rumbach 

Joy Gilchrist-DeFazio Esther Dehaven Schilling 

Dr. & Mrs. William G. Golden Neva R. Shaffer 

Betty & Norman Graybill Barbara Shaver 

Nettie Gregory Louise Slaton 

William F. & Susan Hayes III Clifford Taylor 

Francis Hause Patricia Viellenave 

Ralph & Twyla Hinzman Hilda Warner 

Lora Ruth Hurst William C. White 

Betty Ingle Cary L. & Donna Williams 

Nancy Ann Jackson Dan & Sandy Wilson 

Jean Conley Jasper Don Wills 

Jerry A. Kay Rex Wilson 

Tammy King Leonard Woodruff 


Kristina Larson 
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